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811 Jones Road, Rolleston, Christchurch (Warehouse only)

EMAIL:  sales@rcnz.com

Over 8000 pictured products covering radio control helicopters, planes, cars, 
boats, yachts, model trains and all the accessories.
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Council Report

We’ve decided to change the format of the front of the magazine 
slightly. Instead of the President and the Secretary writing a 
report in each magazine, we’re now splitting the report into what 
the Council is doing to manage the Association and what is 
happening to the hobby in the wider context of aviation.

Most members probably don’t give too much thought to what 
the MFNZ Council does, it is just “there” and part of having a 
National body.  So long as everything is going well, that’s a sign 
that all is as it should be. Members can go flying at their local 
club or from elsewhere without worrying what makes it all 
happen.  So, what are jobs that the Council does?
1. Promote the hobby
2. Provide a means of contact between members
3. Provide a structure for competitions locally, nationally and 

internationally
4. Liaise with relevant Government Departments.

To do this there needs to be a revenue stream and members 
get, in return, some benefits. We get our revenue from 
subscriptions and we spend roughly a quarter on producing the 
magazine, a quarter on providing an insurance policy, a quarter 
on personnel and the part is taken up with administration. That 
is a pretty broad term as it includes grant to SIGs, clubs and 
competitors representing us overseas as well as the expenses 
associated with meetings and the like.  The Association is pretty 
healthy both financially and structurally but now is time of big 
changes and we need to keep alert to hang on to what we’ve 
got. The life blood is subscriptions and numbers are important.  
Most of our costs are fixed and can’t be reduced easily if 
numbers go down. Here is an illustration of how apparently 
small variations can make a big difference.

10 Sept 2017    10 Sept 2018 

Senior 1716 $128,700.00 1684 $126,300.00

Junior 29 $580.00 24 $480.00

Family Pd 128 $10,240.00 120 $9,600.00

Family Inc 170 $0.00 161 $0.00

Life 19 $0.00 19 $0.00

 2062 $139,520.00 2008 $136,380.00

So, on 10 September, we were 54 members down on last year 
which equates to $3140 of lost revenue. That is less than 1 
member from each club.  We need to reverse that situation and 
get the membership increasing.  A target of 3 more members 
per club would make a huge difference. We live in an era when 
ARTF models are readily available and the shops are full of 
models of all types every Christmas. Every club needs a 
strategy to gather just a tiny few of these new entrants into the 
hobby. If your club committee is not doing something positive 
about attracting new members, you are contributing to the 
hobby going into decline.

Subscriptions
We’ve had to make a tough decision to put the subs up by the 
full amount authorised by the AGM. That’s a $13 increase for 
senior members. This is a direct result of having our insurance 
premium increase from $14,000 to $38,000 per year. It is not a 
result of anything that we’ve done but a reflection of the general 
insurance marketplace. And we are not alone, watching 
developments overseas, we see that the British Model Flying 

Association have a similar situation of slightly lower 
membership numbers and more expensive insurance.  They 
haven’t yet had a price hike but can see it coming.  The increase 
in fees will allow us, just, to balance the budget.  Our reserves 
are still adequate but it would be nice to get to a stage where we 
could afford to support more clubs in need of help restoring sites 
damaged by weather events and to promote the hobby at open 
days.

Running our organisation
For more years than most of us can remember, certainly more 
than a quarter of a century, the task of running the 
administration of the NZMAA/MFNZ has required us to pay 
someone.

The job of managing the flow of information between the 
members, clubs, headquarters and interested external parties, 
such as CAA, has become ever more time consuming. We can 
no longer manage the Association reactively, we must take 
positive measures to ensure that it is as professional and fit for 
the future as possible. 

 The central group of President, Secretary and Administrator 
are vital to the efficient running of the Association and the tasks 
are more than we should expect volunteers to do for free.  This 
is reflected in the lack of members wanting to put their hands up 
for these jobs. Getting paid something definitely makes the 
hours committed seem more justifiable, even if it doesn’t 
represent a market rate for the input.

This year, the incoming President has taken responsibility for 
finding additional sources of revenue and ways of increasing 
membership numbers. The Constitution contains a description 
of both Secretarial and Administrative tasks. The Council has 
considered how to manage the workload regularly and two 
years ago added a membership administrator role in order to 
make the task of the Secretary more achievable.  The Secretary 
has taken over the government liaison role having established 
relationships over the last five years. The Administrator is 
focussed on improving the efficiency and effectiveness of our 
systems and processes. By sharing these responsibilities 
between the Secretary and the Administrator, members get the 
benefit of a wider range of skills and expertise than if one person 
did everything. 
 
This change of post holders prompted the Council to review 
payment arrangements. The question that the Council have 
considered is, should we have a contracts with specific 
deliverables and stipulated hours of work for all roles or should 
we pay honoraria?  The current budget would allow an average 
of one hours work per day for the Secretarial tasks with no 
provision for sick leave or holidays. When there is a full day 
meeting, that would take up more than the total allowance of 
hours for that week.  Paying an honorarium allows much more 
flexibility. 

The council sought advice from Mark von Dadelszen who 
helped draft our Constitution and chaired our 2017 AGM.  He is 
the author of “The Law of Societies in New Zealand” and widely 
respected as the nation’s expert. He advised us to pay 
honoraria. At the Council meeting in May 2018, the Council 
decided to pay honoraria to the President and Secretary with 
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the Administrator engaged as a contractor. It was decided that 
the existing budget should be re-arranged to accommodate 
these payments.  

The net result is that the Secretary and the Administrator are 
paid from within the budget that we agreed for the roles two 
years ago but the financial split has changed. The honorarium 
for the President has been found from making economies in 
other administrative costs associated with running the Council. 
This is part of the Council’s ongoing focus on running the 
organisation as efficiently and effectively as possible, so you 
get best value for your membership payment. 

The posts of President and Secretary are open to all members.   
Anyone who wants to contribute to the task of running MFNZ 
can put their name forward each year. The plan is that, in the 
future, the jobs will be attract more candidates and then 
members will have a choice of who they would like to elect 
rather than appointing a single candidate.  

Insurance 23%

Website 2%

Subscriptions 2%

Promotions 
2%

Council expenses 3%

MFW Production 21%

Administrator 14%

Honoraria 12%

Grants 8%

Meetings 
6%

Admin
expenses

6%

MFNZ Budget 2020

 
 

Changing the way that we do things
Looking hard at workload and costs has led to us examining two 
topics. Traditionally, the Council has met face to face four times 
a year. One of those coincides with the AGM but the rest of the 
time, we could possibly do business using the internet. Instead 
of a full day meeting which entails quite a lot of travel and other 
costs, we are looking at having an internet conference once per 
month. This would save the cost of two meetings a year which 
would help the budget.

We also have been taking another look at how we manage the 
annual subscription process. Paying your subs through the 
club does save on postage costs but it can sometimes slow 
things down and lead to misunderstandings. More 
organisations are going to direct payments and it can offer the 
following features:
- Maintain your own member profile
- Associate yourself to an affiliated club
- Pay online via credit/debit card or by bank transfer/direct 

debit

- Book onto events, workshops and courses
- Maintain your qualifications and achievements
- Provide your membership documents and achievement 

certificates electronically.
Proprietary software is available to make it all happen, but it 
involves both set up costs and maintenance costs. It makes the 
big assumption that everyone has access to a computer and 
would separate club membership from MFNZ membership. 
There is much to understand and discover before we make any 
decisions.

We are going through a period of unprecedented change in 
unmanned aviat ion. For decades that t i t le meant 
aeromodelling, kites and tethered balloons. In the last ten 
years, we have seen the most rapid growth of any part of the 
global aviation sector and the investment of multi million dollars 
into drones of all types. At the top end of the scale, global 
players like Boeing and Airbus have huge projects like geo 
stationary solar powered planes that can stay airborne for 
weeks on end providing satellite like coverage without needing 
to launch a rocket. Lower down we have the rush to create 
unmanned air taxis and then small package deliveries of high 
value items like medical samples.

All of these developments attract the interest of industry and 
politicians.  All of them need airspace to operate and legislation 
to enable them.  Sharing the sky with these well-resourced 
players could easily lead to aeromodelling being squeezed out 
of existence.  After all, “it’s just a hobby”. So what things are 
being considered that could pose a threat to aeromodelling?  
Among them are:
1. Registration of all models on a national database.
2. Having to put a stainless steel identification plate on models 

with the owner’s details on a national database.
3. Fitting all models with an electronic identification beacon.
4. Compulsory completion of a government pilot competency 

test.
5. Minimum age limit for flying a model aeroplane, 18 has 

been suggested.
6. Restriction of model flying to approved flying sites.
7. Changing the law to allow model aircraft to be shot down if 

they are thought to be flown illegally.

All this seems pretty heavy stuff.  It is a reaction by ill-informed 
people to a perceived threat to public safety from drones. None 
of the measures would have any effect on the tiny number of 
infringements that currently capture the media headlines. All of 
them would require a huge investment in bureaucracy to 
manage and enforce. I spend much of my time asking policy 
planners whether they actually understand the scope of what 
they are discussing and how it would achieve the aim.

There is some hope that sanity will prevail.  In July, I met with 
the Ministry of Transport people making some of these 
proposals and posed some questions. Since then, they have 
declared that the topic is more complex than they envisaged 
and they cannot proceed as quickly as they thought.  This gives 
hope that there will be public consultation. When the time 
comes, you can expect an email from us asking you to reply 
personally to the government questionnaire. Only by a massive 
response can we expect protect the hobby.    

External Affairs
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- Models by Hangar 9, Topflite, Great Planes, Blackhorse 

Models, Maxford USA, Ripmax, Graupner, Premier Aviation, 

Sebart, Seagull, Legacy Aviation & TopModel CZ

- Land & Float Planes, Gas, Glow & Electric

- Powerbox, Futaba, Spectrum, Emcotec, Savox, Hitec, 

Multiplex & DualSky

- Saito, Evolution, DLE, Planet Hobby, Rimfire & EFlite

- Xoar, Metts, Beila & Miracle

- Robart, Eflite & MBL
TM   - Warbird Pilots & Unilight Systems

- Proxxon, MP Jet, Sullivan, Dubro & much more…

- TopModel, Rcxel & AeroTech

- Zap, Great Planes, Monokote, Ultacote & Covertex
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Event Site Date Start Finish Event Site Date Start Finish

Free Flight All events entry fee $5 Soaring

FF01 FAI Combined FF 3 7.00am Noon GL01 ALES 200 (Class N) RC2 3 12:00pm

FF02 P.30 FF 3 7.00am Noon GL02 Premier Duration (Class C) RC2 3 6:00pm

FF03 Indoor HLG Hall 3 6.00pm 7.00pm GL03 FAI F3J RC2 4 5:00pm

FF04 Hangar Rat Hall 3 7.00pm 11.00pm GL04 FAI F3B RC2 5 6:00pm

FF05 Open Rubber FF 4 7.00am Noon GL05 FAI F5J RC2 6 2:00pm

FF06 Catapult launch Glider FF 4 5.00pm 8.00pm GL06 ALES RADIAN (Class P) RC2 6 5:00pm

FF07 Hand Launch Glider FF 4 5.00pm 8.00pm GL07 FAI F3K RC2 7 3.00pm

FF08 Tip Launch Glider FF 4 5.00pm 8.00pm N/A Free Mass Radian Launch RC? ??? 6:00pm

FF09 Open Glider FF 5 7.00am Noon FF/CL Scale All events entry fee $10

FF10 E 36 FF 5 7.00am Noon FC01 FAI F4A Power Scale RC3 3 9.00am

FF11 Open Power FF 6 7.00am Noon FC02 Outdoor Rubber Scale RC3 3 9.00am

FF12 Mini Combined FF 6 7.00am Noon FC03 Kit Scale RC3 4 9.00am

FF13 Aggy Rc2 6 8.00pm 8.30pm FC04 CO2 & Electric Scale RC3 4 9.00am

FF14 Kennedy Precision FF 7 7.00am Noon FC05 Peanut Scale Hall 5 10.00pm

FF15 Kiwi Power FF 7 7.00am Noon FC06 Indoor kit scale Hall 5 10.00pm
Vintage All events entry fee $5 FC07 Indoor Open Rubber Scale Hall 5 10.00pm

RCV01 RC Vintage A Texaco RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm FC08 F4D Scale Hall 5 10.00pm
RCV02 RC Classical Precision RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm FC09 F4B CL + Profile Scale MRC 5 1.00pm
RCV03 RC Vintage IC Duration RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm RC Pylon All events entry fee $20
RCV04 RC Classical E Texaco RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm RCP01 Quickee 500 Sport RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm
RCV05 RC Classical 1/2 E Tex RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm RCP02 F3R RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm
RCV06 RC Vintage 1/2 A Texaco RC 3 2 9.00am 4.00pm RCP03 F5D RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm

RCV07 RC Vintage E  Duration RC 3 3 9.00am 4.00pm RCP04 F3D RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm

RCV08 RC Vintage 1/2 E Texaco RC 3 3 9.00am 4.00pm RCP05 F3T RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm
RCV09 RC Vintage E Rubber Tex RC 3 3 9.00am 4.00pm RCP06 E Sport RC1 5 1pm-6pm 6 8am-1pm
RCV10 RC Sport Cabin Texaco IC RC 3 3 9.00am 4.00pm RC Aerobatics All events entry fee $20 

RCV11 RC Sport Cabin Texaco E RC 3 3 9.00am 4.00pm RCA01 Basic IMAC RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV12 RC 3 4 9.00am 4.00pm RCA02 Sportsman IMAC RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV13

RC Vintage Open Texaco

RC 3 4 8.00am 2.00pm RCA03 Intermediate IMAC RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV14

RC Vintage  E Texaco

RC 3 4 8.00am 3.00pm RCA04 Advanced IMAC RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV15

RC Classical IC Duration

RC 3 4 8.00am 3.00pm RCA05 Unlimited IMAC RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV16

RC Classical E Duration

RC 3 4 8.00am 3.00pm RCA06 Clubman Pattern RC1 3M 4A 5M 6A

RCV17

RC Vintage Precision

RC 3 4 8.00am 3.00pm RCA07 Expert Pattern RC1 3M 4A 5M 6ARC Scale Texaco

RCA08 Masters Pattern A18 RC1 3M 4A 5M 6AFFV01 FF Vintage Power Duration FF 5 7.00am 1.00pm

RCA09 F3A Pattern P19 RC1 3M 4A 5M 6AFFV02 FF Vintage Rubber Duration FF 5 7.00am 1.00pm

RCA10 Classic RC1 3M 4A 5M 6AFFV03 FF Vintage Precision FF 5 7.00am 1.00pm

RC Scale All events entry fee $20FFV04 FF Nos/Vint Small Pwr Dur FF 6 7.00am 1.00pm

RCS01 Novice Scale RC1 3 1pm-6pm 4 8am-1pmFFV05 FFClassic Glider/A2 Comb FF 6 7.00am 1.00pm

RCS02 Intermediate Scale RC1 3 1pm-6pm 4 8am-1pmFFV06 FF Vintage Glider Duration FF 6 7.00am 1.00pm

RCS03 Classic Scale RC1 3 1pm-6pm 4 8am-1pmFFV07 FF Nos/Class Pwr Dur Comb FF 7 7.00am 1.00pm
FPV

Helicopter

All events entry fee $10

All events entry fee $10

FFV08 FF Nostalgia Rubber FF 7 7.00am 1.00pm

FPV01 MFNZ Multirotor Championships RC4 4 4.00pmFFV09 FF Vintage Catapult Glider FF 7 7.00am 1.00pm

FPV02

HEL01

MFNZ Wings Championships

Helicopter Fun Fly

RC4

RC1/3

5,6

7

4.00pm

5.00pm

Control Line All events entry fee $20

CL01 FAI F2B Aerobatics MRC 4 9.00am 4.00pm

CL02 Sportsman Aerobatics MRC 4 9.00am 4.00pm

LocationsEnquires to:

CL03 Classic Aerobatics MRC 4 2.00pm 5.00pm

FF Proctor Road
Nationals Manager.

CL04 Slow Combat RC1/CL 3 9.30am 1.30pm

RC 1 Waharoa Airfield
Steve Warner

CL05 FAI F2D Combat RC1/CL 3 2.00pm 4.00pm

RC 2 Pohlen Field Soaring

CL06 Classic A Team Race NP/G   30/18  1.00pm 3.00pm

RC 3 Pohlen Field VintagePhone 07 3087433

CL07 Classic B Team Race NP/G   30/18  3.00pm 5.00pm

RC 4 Waharoa DomainMobile 021 356 216

CL08 1/2 A Team Race       NP/T   31/18   9.00am 10.00am

MRC Morrinsville Recreation Grounds

CL09 FAI F2C Team Race     NP/T   31/18   10.00am noon

NP NPMAC Dec 30, Jan1 

Cl10 Slow Goodyear            NP/T   31/18   12.30pm 3.30pm

MRC Stunt practice Jan 3, 10-3pm

CL11 Fast Goodyear             NP/T   31/18    4.00 pm 6.00pm

RC1/CL Waharoa Airfield, CL area

CL12 Class B Team Race      NP/T 1/19        9.00am 10.30am

CL13

CL14

F2F / Classic FAI          

Percentage Speed          

NP/T

NP/T

1/19      

1/19      

10.30am 

1.30pm 

12.30pm

5.30pm

6.30pm

6.30pm

10.00am

9.00am

9.00am

9.00am

6.30am

6.30am

6.30am

6.30am

6.30pm

6.30pm

8:30am

8:00am

8:30am

2:00pm

8.30am

5:00pm

Entry fee $15 except Radian @$10

8:30am

1:00pm

71st NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP PROGRAMME
Waharoa, Thursday 3rd January to Monday 7th January 2019

Registration at Waharoa from 12 noon 2nd January
Flying fields available for practice
Contestants Meeting Wednesday 2nd January at 6pm
Frequency Control for non 2.4ghz users for all Radio sites will be at event headquarters, collect your peg on the day

Registrations
Senior $25.00
Juniors FREE

Well you should all be well underway with national’s preparations…. Dusting off 
the models that survived the last year’s nats, fixing those that did not and 
generally planning how to get one over the competition. Alternatively, you could 
be like the rest of us and panic nearer to the time. For me I am just looking forward 
to another week of flying with good friends.  This year we will be at Matamata, so 
remember to pack your sunscreen, hats etc.  

Due to the tight schedule around RC1 we will be doing things differently with a 
dynamic schedule. Andrew has explained how this will work and it should give 
every group multiple opportunities to get all their events completed. 

Once again, we have the Vintage events starting on registration day for three 
days then the FF occupying the last three days. Control line will also be split 
across several sites. 
We will have the on-line registration system, which you are all now familiar with. 
Please make the effort to register early, Early registration = relax or late 
registration = good chance you will be helping in the office.  As usual, on-line 
banking will be working for early registration and we will have EFTPOS on site.  

Come along and compete, or just have a go… some of the free flight events you 
don’t even need to know how to land… we’d all love to see you there and add you 
to our list of friends.

Best regards Steve Warner Nat’s manager
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Hello again, since the last MFW there have been some 
changes to sites, event program and my hair colour. Things are 
well on track and as several of my flying friends have 
generously sacrificed models to the turf god we should be in for 
a super time.  

We intend to have the online registration open early November 
for you all to get in and book your spot so keep an eye on the 
MFNZ website ( http://www.modelflyingnz.org ) for the link. 
Please make the effort to register early.  As usual, on-line 
banking will be working for early registration and we will have 
EFTPOS on site.  

Come along and compete, or just have a go… you will find 
nearly every SIG has a beginner class for you to dip your toes 
into. Find something that tickles your fancy, there is nearly 100 
different events so you are spoilt for choice. Dust off a model or 
two, book your campsite and come out and play.

71st MFNZ NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Waharoa, Thursday 3rd January to Monday 7th January 2019
Steve Warner Nationals Manager

Aerobatics  Frazer Briggs 021 2889455
Control Line  David Thornley 027 8382429
Free Flight  Rob Wallace 027 4344027
FF & CL Scale Stan Mauger 021 630178
Pylon   John Danks 027 4765063
RC Scale  Gwyn Avenell 027 2984819
Soaring  Kevin Botherway 027 5570470 
Vintage  Don Mossop 027 4940854
FPV   Mat Wellington 027 5530003

19
6.39ha

18
7.74ha

16
3.15ha

12
1.90ha

11
6.22haMaize

Maize

17
4.23ha

15
2.97ha

14
8.02ha

10
5.98ha

3
6.39ha

5
4.97ha

7
2.50ha

108 Pohlen Road200m
8

0.96ha

Pohlen Road

6
2.88ha

9
4.34ha

13
1.53ha

4
4.00ha

2
10.58ha

1
1.45ha

0.33ha

0.34ha

0.24ha

0.27ha

Suitable for Aggy

Excellent for Vintage RC

Prevailing wind S

E

Smitstra Salverda
Total area mapped: 95.03ha

W

N

Soaring also?

Matamata Airfield
3.2 n miles
(just outside control area

Pine tree

Contacts



Page 8 Model Flying World

1) get a model, 
2) get an engine, 
 then fly.

Suitable models
There is no end of suitable models, here we look at just 3.

AGGREGATE

Ebenezer by Bert Streigler  
Small, simple, robust, all sheet construction, 
and charm and character as well. This would be 
the easiest way to go if you had to build a model.   
The ideal power is a Cox .020,  or perhaps a 
.5cc diesel.

For a host of information Google  -  “ ebenezer  
striegler”

Humming Bird  by Modelair
The classic New Zealand FF sports model, 
designed in 1962 by the famous Angus 
McDonald. There are plenty of these floating 
around that can be brought back to life and 
reused. Full sheet fuselage, and a well 
designed wing make this a sensible model that 
flies well. Ideal power would be a Cox Babe 
Bee, or a Mills .75 diesel.

Tomboy by Vic Smeed
Without doubt one of the most popular sports 
Free Flight models ever. 

If you have a Tomboy you have multipurpose 
model that can be flown in FF Vintage events as 
well as Aggregate.  The fuselage is built up and 
requires covering. And the wing has only one 
spar which means i t  is not very st iff. 
Heavyweight tissue would be better covering 
on the wing than Solarfilm.

The Tomboy comes with two wing options, the 
standard 36 inch wing or the bigger 42 inch 
which flies even better. The sweet power option 
is a Mills .75.

For more info Goggle   “tomboy  smeed”

Engines
For Aggy this has to be a noisy, smelly, oily internal combustion engine, (YAY 
!!). So sorry no electrics. Whatever you have on hand is the most important 
thing, but let’s consider some options.

Cox - Babe .049, or  Cox .020
Cheap and readily available these are a great option. Being reed valve they 
will easily start and run backward so it helps to use the starter spring. If you 
use the integral tank just take care about how much fuel you put in it, these 
can run a long time on a full tank and will fly away if you are not careful.

Diesels
The Mills .75 is the classic Aggy engine. And in the last 50 years there have 
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been many reproduction versions of this that work well too. If 
you want something just as good, (or perhaps better) then I 
suggest and recommend the MP Jet Classic 0.6 

Fuel for diesels can be hard to find. If you make your own then a 
1:1:1 mix of  ether, castor, and kero is good (with 1% ignition 
improver). Or commercial fuel may be available the FFONZ 
shop ie Rob Wallace.

Timers 
A timer is good to limit the flight to the range of 30-60 seconds, 
and you can DT under power no problem. You want a 6 minute 
DT timer, the KSB timer was universal but is no longer 
available. You may find an old one out there at club auctions, but 
if not there are options
1) Texas timers - http://www.texastimers.com/   Look for their 

DT timer
2) http://www.modellbau-thiele.de/   Click on  Modelle, then 

Freiflug, scroll down to Zeitschalter   (half the price)

More  ?
The minimum you need to take part in Aggy is a model that flies 
and an engine that runs. If you want to get bit more carried away 
here are a few more things to consider. 

- Nylon props are more forgiving of mishaps,  8x4 is a good 
size

- Repairs may be necessary - handy supplies would be  spare 
rubber bands, glue, tape, spare propeller

- DT, a dethermaliser timer is handy, and a good upgrade if you 
are beyond casual, (not required for an Ebenezer,

- A name and address label on the model is good practice.
- Key the rudder. If the rudder is on the tailplane and can wiggle 
then you may get a variable rudder position, so key the 
tailplane to the fuselage.

- Tactics. Drink the beer after the event, not before.

Watching may be a laugh, but it is even more fun to have a go. 
See you on the field.

Notes by David Ackery

An unexpected and lucky escape of potential fire.

I had been assembling my FPV goggles, off and on, over the last few weeks pushing 
them to the side when other projects came up. Yesterday when finishing the 
assembly I noticed a molten patch on the monitor frame. Although I had been using a 
soldering iron several times it had not come anywhere near the goggles. A melted 
trough of foam was also present inside the goggle frame.
         
It took me some time to figure out what possibly caused the damage. During the 
course of the day the sun has moved round, and shone on the bench and into the 
back of the goggles where the inbuilt lens, which is focused on the monitor, caused 
the damage.

Had a house-fire resulted from this, I’m sure the Fire Department would have had no 
reason to suspect the above but would have put it down to electrical, multi-plugs or 
LiPo powered tools, abundant in the workshop. 

DANGER
Fire risk

Fire Danger with 

FPV Goggles
Ted Bealing
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This painting is a whimsical reflection on a lifelong leisure 
pursuit of mine, that of designing, building and flying radio 
controlled model aircraft. It’s a commentary on the camaraderie 
and commitment to be found in typical aeromodelling clubs 
throughout NZ. 

The tinkering with engines, the telling of tall aeronautical tales, 
the skill displayed in a smoothly flown aerobatic sequence, the 
artistry and discipline evidenced in the detailed and accurate 
replication of a full size machine, the occasional heartbreak 
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Jeff 
Armstrong

associated with an unintended and violent demise of a 3-year-
in-the-making masterpiece and the satisfaction of a smooth 
three point landing on a closely cropped and sunny sward – all 
these are elements which make dedicated enthusiasts of boys 
(mostly!) from eight to eighty. 

The NZ flightless birds lurking underfoot are perhaps 
metaphors for universal human dreams about flying or the 
poetic Icarian idea of flight which is yet thwarted by our 
inevitable earthbound reality.
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I started building and flying model 
aircraft in the late 1940s and bought 
my first motor, an ED Bee in 1950.  
Free flight or control line back then with 

A ONE OFF 
OF A ONE OFF

Ian Crosland

some aircraft I designed myself and soon learnt the importance 
of C of G, incidence and aerofoil behavior. A club was formed in 
1951 called the 'Island Bay Eagles' and we flew mostly at the 
local sports grounds.

I applied for an aircraft engineering apprenticeship December 
1953 at the old Wellington Rongotai Airport and started January 
1954. The company's main work was maintenance and over 
haul of aero club and other private light aircraft and converting 
Tiger Moths into top dressers. Being built at that time was a little 
single setter known then as the 'little job', the brain child of Cliff 
Andrews a CAA test pilot and my boss, Lynn Mac Gregor.  I 
helped mostly on the wing and a bit on the cowls which was 
usually done after normal working hours. The fuselage is steel 
tube with stand off spruce stringers and the wing spars are built 
up spruce and ply with diagonal and parallel ribs from sheet 
aluminum with punched lightening holes.  We cheated on the 
tail, that's  Auster.  The specifications and history of why this 
one off aircraft was built is on google, look it up.

I got back into models again about 20 years ago and joined the 
Kapiti Aeromodellers, so I had to learn and fly radio stuff.  I have 
occasionally seen the Andrews A1 over the years and thought, 
focusing on the wing, it could be a good model to build and fly.  
In the summer of 2017 I happened to be in Blenheim with time 
to spare so visited the interesting airport of Omaka and 
managed to locate the Andrews A1. I was pleasantly surprised 
to see the aircraft complete with a C of A  and in very good 
condition for it's age (top photo). The then part owner John 
Saunders allowed me to take photos and measurements, sorry 
no plans available.  The A1 with a length of 19 ft and a span of 
24 ft was originally silver with a 65 Continental, now yellow with 
an 85 and was told it gets off the ground a bit quicker but goes 
around corners about the same.

I drew up the plans on the back of wall paper choosing 1/4 scale 
and took my time over the build. (See photo opposite), the 
fuselage is only partly finished, Spruce longerons, ply fire wall 

and  frames and the rest is balsa. The wing has spruce spars 
balsa webbed and all non structural ribs are foam board balsa 
capped, center section under carriage fixing blocks are 

Photo: Alastair Rivers
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spindled out white pine and the rest is balsa.  The tail 
feathers are balsa with a hard wood edging forward 
of the hinges.  Photo top right shows the aircraft 
tacked together with fuselage yet to cover to 
establish the C of G before installing servos and 
battery.  Note I have installed the OS 60 inverted 
and because a lot of 4 strokes discharge residue 
from the crank case I have since made a vented 
collector tank using a small plastic pill bottle.

The last two photos are of the finished model. The 
under cart is made up of 2.8, 3.2, 4 & 5 mm dia spring 
steel and the spats are attached by wheel collars  
soldered to plates epoxied to the spats.  The nose 
cowl is fiberglass, first making a wooden plug to 
make a mould. The side cowling is lithoplate 
epoxied, taped and fared to the nose cowl. So does 
it fly? After having it checked I did a couple of hops 
off the ground down the strip then gave the 
transmitter to John Miller who is younger and fitter 
than me to do the same. John then took off and flew 
a couple of circuits with me getting ready to adjust 
the trims for him which wasn't needed, fluke.  He 
landed and it was my turn and I am very happy with 
it's performance, weighing only 3 kg it fly's 
reasonably scale like and at almost 82 I am glad I 
didn't leave the build any later to now enjoy this 
pleasant little aeroplane.

LARGE MODEL EVENTSLARGE MODEL EVENTS 

Non- members and turbine powered 
aircraft are welcome.
Event Fees are: 
Members $10   Non-members $20.

Kapiti 
Aeromodellers

26th & 27th January 2019
Steve Hutchison  steve.hutch@outlook.com

Kapiti 
Aeromodellers

26th & 27th January 2019
Steve Hutchison  steve.hutch@outlook.com



December 2018 Page 13

We have been flying off a part of Otaika Sports Park in 
Whangarei for about two years. This was with the permission of 
the land owner, Whangarei District Council (WDC), and we 
registered the site with MFNZ. This was always a temporary 
situation as the Sports Park was due to be extended and re-
organised with new pitches, car parks, access road and 
existing pitches re-aligned.
  
The first phase of extra pitches and new floodlighting has been 
completed and the second phase of re-aligning the existing 
pitches is due to start this coming Summer. Unfortunately this 
will mean that our runway will become part of a Rugby pitch, not 
a good idea. So, we need a new flying area. WDC Parks and 
Recreation gave us a copy of the overall proposed plan for the 
area and we noticed at the rear of the park is an area 
designated as an “Official” noise area to be used by 
motorcycles and other noisy pastimes. Should suit us nicely. 
We have agreed with WDC to move to an area that is close to 
the proposed new access road, car park and toilet facility. We 
will also have the room to re-align the runway etc if and when 
development occurs.

Now we have to face our problems :-
1 We will have to develop the flying field with minimum 

outside assistance.
2  Work with the incumbent farmer who grazes the area.
3  Agree any changes or alterations with WDC
4  And, oh yes, we have no money

The site is accessed down a narrow lane which the Council 
Tractor and Gang mower cannot, as yet, get down to mow our 
area. To enable us to develop our flying field we will need, as a 
minimum, a ride-on mower, a trailer for it, and an electric fence 
to keep farm animals off the runway. The area to be mown is 
between 4-5000 sq. mtrs when car parking, pits, pilot box, 
runway and reasonable safety distances are taken into 
consideration. 70mtrs x 70 mtrs = 4900sq mtrs. A lot to deal with 
pushing a hand mower. As we are a flying group and not a club 
we have no income from subs etc, only $20/year towards the 
cost of fuel to mow the runway. 
  
About mid July I noticed in the local paper an article from the 
WDC Community Funding and Grants office asking for 
interested parties to attend a symposium at the local library. 
Myself and a friend and fellow flyer Jon Borrette attended the 
meeting and WOW, what opportunities. We made contact with 
a Grants and Funding Official and outlined our case. We argued 
that there is little, if anything, provided for rate payers who do 
not play, Rugby, football, cricket, netball etc, and even less 
provided for disabled or retired people.

We were well received with our argument and were given a 
Community Funding Guide and an application form. They were 
very helpful.
 There are 5 Grant types :-
1 Community Fund. $500-$10K for events, projects and 

activities that create a vibrant, attractive, thriving 
community. 

2 Resident and Ratepayer Fund. $700 per group to assist 
with annual costs.

3 Community Halls Fund. For maintenance as part of WDC 
strategy.

4 Creative Communities Scheme.  For the Arts. Up to $10K

BLUE GOOSE FLYING GROUPTHE
5 Performing Arts Fund. For major performing arts events. Up 

to $5K
Plus there are one off grants normally for large capital 
development, and Special Operational Grants – for selected 
Organisations.
  
We elected to apply for a Community Grant under the 
Recreation and Sports Category and sat down over a coffee to 
write our wish list, ie  Ride on mower, Trailer for mower, Shed to 
store equipment, Electric fence. There was also the problem of 
access to the flying site as the existing gate used by the farmer 
will be almost in line with the new runway, a significant safety 
issue. Its also used by his cows which makes the entrance very 
muddy and chewed up, not suitable for cars. There is no room 
for parking outside of the field. Jon and I went to see our contact 
at the WDC Parks and Recreation and he has agreed to put in a 
culvert and access gate in a safer position. He has also agreed 
to liaise with the farmer on our behalf.
  
We have now filled in our application form, seven pages of 
questions, queries, enquiries, re Budget Cost, Membership, 
Project costs, Who, What, When, Where, Why, How, etc, etc. 
This was all done in a bit of a hurry as the application had to be in 
by 0900 on 3rd Sept. We then, to our horror, noticed that one of 
the Eligibility questions was “Does your group have legal 
Status” ie Are you an Incorporated Society or a Charitable Trust 
with a registration Number?  Answer, No, and we don’t have 
time to gain legality. An alternative to having legal status is to 
apply under an Umbrella Group that has legality. This group 
would need to vouch for the applicant and accept legal liability 
and responsibility. The grant would be paid to the Umbrella 
Group who would disburse the monies in accordance with the 
Grant Agreement. Who do we know who qualifies?   
Why MFNZ of course.
                              
MFNZ TO THE RESCUE.
Not knowing who to contact I E-mailed Chris Jackson our NNI 
rep. He thought MFNZ may be able to help and put me in touch 
with Jonathon Shorer. After a couple of E-mails he cc’d in Len 
Drabble. What a star he turned out to be. Fresh from his attempt 
to fly his fifth wheeler, still attached to the tow car, over a 
paddock fence whilst incorporating a couple of rolls and a half-
pike, all witnessed by Lesliegh, his wife, from a following car.   
(For full details see Motor Caravanner Aug/Sept 2018 page 90) 
Sorry Len but too good to keep quiet about. Glad you’re still with 
us. I gave Len our intentions and our problem re the grant and he 
contacted the WDC Grants Funding Office and sorted that out. I 
have now received our Umbrella Group Guarantee all signed 
and ready to present to the Grant Committee.
   
So a big THANK YOU MFNZ for supporting us. We don’t have 
the grant yet, its due end of October, but whatever the outcome it 
is nice to know we have your support. Also thanks go to 
Whangarei District Council for listening to us and encouraging 
us to apply .... From the little guys who fly purely for fun, although 
some of us are so old we can hardly remember what fun feels 
like (Maybe it doesn’t ache). THANK-YOU
PS 
 
I would recommend any group or club that requires funding to 
apply to your local Council. The application can seem a bit 
intimidating but if I can work through it then believe me you can 
too, and who knows what you might get out of it. But do every-
one a favour, get your club INCORPORATED. I don’t think 
MFNZ will be impressed with 50 applications to act as the 
Umbrella Group !!!   Remember, ”If you don’t ask, you don’t get.”  
Happy flying 

Peter Pollard, The Blue Goose Flying Group
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Sometimes a big idea just keeps getting bigger. When I started 
down the big electric road, I fancied a simple plane and the 
Greenley tug fitted the bill perfectly. It is a free download plan on 
the UK Soaring website. There are references to electric and 
gas versions and I wanted the electric power that would qualify 
it as a large model. That is, more than 5 kilowatts (kw) 
manufacturers rated output power. The chosen Turnigy 
Rotomax 50cc motor is rated at 5.3kw. Not really knowing 
where to start with battery capacity, I opted for a pair of 
5000mah five cell batteries and building commenced.  There 
are no weights on the website so it was an adventure into the 
unknown. As I got near to completion, two things were obvious.  
Using the batteries that I had bought would give short duration 
of about 4 minutes and require a substantial lump of lead to get 
the Centre of Gravity right. I always like my ballast to earn its’ 
living so started looking for bigger batteries. The motor is rated 
for 10 cells and I found that Hobby King sell 8000mah five cell 
packs and the weight looked like it would remove the need for 
lead.  Batteries were ordered and building completed. Rene 
Redmond inspected the model and gave me the go ahead to 
test fly once the new batteries turned up.

Now, what to do with these 5000mah five cell packs?  The 
obvious answer was to read the website again and build the 
version designed for electric propulsion. It has a 72 inch 
wingspan as opposed to the 104inches of the large model.  
Construction commenced and was pretty rapid as I was familiar 
with the design.  More scouring of the Hobby King website 
found a 1.40 size electric motor and Castle Creations had a 
suitable looking 80 amp High voltage ESC in their list. It 
promises to deliver an output of about 250 watts per pound of 
model weight so performance should be ”adequate”.

Having got a considerable amount of electric storage capacity 
at no little cost, I consulted some heli flyers about care of big 
batteries. Apparently, when they are round and can be used as 
hand warmers, it isn’t a sound way to protect your investment. 
Additionally, charging can become a bit time consuming, so a 
rethink of the charging rig was needed. The wisdom that I 
received was that packs should be kept at storage voltage of 
approximately 3.8volts per cell at all times.  This means that on 
flying days, there is a big task of charging up a pile of packs from 
storage to full charge status. I needed about 1000watts of 

I've got the power
Jonathan Shorer
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charging power and chose the charger shown in the photos.It 
came from Revolectrix in quick time but would also need a 
bigger power supply than my existing unit rated at a maximum 
of 20 amps at 12 volts. Hobby King again got the business and 
my new power supply will deliver 50 amps at 24 volts which 
makes the charger very happy. The final part of the shopping 
spree (perhaps for now anyway!) was a means to get the 
batteries back down to storage charge after a flying session if 
they haven’t been used. Highly recommended was the 
discharger from Perfect Regulators and although it took several 
weeks to get here from the USA, it does the job very well and 
will drop a pack back down in about 15 minutes and then beep 
to tell me to disconnect it.

This rig is just one option of what is available but it is working 
well for me.  As ever, don’t put Lipos on charge and forget about 
them, don’t have combustible materials that could add to the 
problem nearby and have a fire extinguisher available.

The workshop is now fully equipped for serious electrification. 
The big question is how do they fly? The answer is, wonderfully 
well. They both are perfectly behaved and gentle flyers. Both 
will tootle around at a third power and the Flight logs from the 
speed controllers show that power levels and temperatures are 
well within the capabilities of the motor, batteries and ESC. 
Open the taps and they will climb vertically and whistling past on 
a low pass they make a big impression.  The larger plane is 
nearly 11kg and certainly has presence in the air.

Having sent the photos off to Rene to show that I had put my Cat 
3 registration on the plane, He commented that it seemed as 
though I had started a breeding programme which got a thought 
going and soon the printer was pushing out a 75% scale plan 
which will result in “baby bear” with a span of 48 inches. Now to 
choose a motor and some batteries……..At least I’ve got the 
charger sorted!  

REMEMBER: IF THE MOTOR OR MOTORS HAVE A COMBINED 
OUTPUT POWER OF MORE THAN 5KW, THE AIRCRAFT NEEDS TO 
BE LARGE MODEL REGISTERED. THIS INCLUDES HELICOPTERS 
AND MULTIROTORS.
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Catapult
Capers 
2019

Catapult
Capers 
2019

Having successfully run a season of Catapult Capers last 
summer at the New Plymouth Model Aero Clubs Free Flight site, 
the time has come to think about what went down and what we 
learnt and how we can do things better this summer. So here is a 
summary of the important lessons we learnt:

• Not every Wednesday evening is nice calm weather. We 
had 4 evenings out of 5 of 20+ kmph winds. We flew on 
every occasion but retreavals were hard work. A better idea 
would be to have our weekly flying meeting on the first calm 
evening for that week, regardless of whether it is a Monday 
or a Saturday evening (maybe not Sunday evening)

• Some people have weekly meetings and obligations on 
certain days of the week and that means certain folk will 
never come. Mix it up, is better, as above.

• The Sun sets at 8 o’clock in early March at this Latitude. Its 
harder to find models in the gloom near sunset and it also 
gets a lot cooler near that time. It would be better to start the 
Series in mid  January and confine it to 4-5 meetings to have 
the Series finished by late February. Also, I think we will start 
the Meetings at 5.30pm (not 6pm) and aim to finish at 
7.30pm when the light is still good.

• Organizing a pool of spare models is a great idea. You need 
at least 3-4 more models, than the number of fliers, to allow 
for the inevitable breakages and the occasional fly- 
away(no D/Ts, keep it simple). Have the models numbered. 
Keep the models in the pool, repaired and ready for the next 
week. Avoid letting people take the models away with them 
as not everyone turns up each week, to fly. Their number 
model will be there, ready for them, when they arrive. If they 
don’t turn up, often someone else will fly that one and often 
be surprised at how well they can make it fly.

• Have all the models the same or nearly the same, that way 
even new recruits can see that they have a fair chance at 
getting good times with practice and a little trimmimg.

• Make up lots of little balsa wedges 5-10mm square from 0.5 
to 1.5mm thick to use as trimming on rudders or elevators or 
wings, held on with double-sided sellotape. Because the 
rudder and elevator are purposely left thick and rigid (to 
withstand the 150mph launches) ‘bending to trim’ usually 
ends up cracking the wood. Just slap on a different sized 
wedge to change the trim. Much better.

• Smaller 8” gliders may have a place in the scheme of things 
but are only useful in calm conditions and fly really badly in 
20+ km/h winds, 15 seconds being a good flight and too 
many flights less than the 10sec no flight. Even very young 
fliers can see that the bigger models fly better and those are 
the ones they want to fly.

•  Reduce the length of rubber on the Launcher to about 4” for 
youngsters and make  6 ½” the maximum length for 
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• De Havilland Road Flying Site, park opp. 
Connett Rd

• First calm evening each week 5.30-7.30pm
• Starting 14th Jan then each week in Janurary
 and finishing Mid February (5 meetings)
• 6 x flights,  60sec Max 
• 9 inch loop of ¼” rubber for catapult launch
• Spare Models & Catapults available
• Come along and take part, enjoy the fun for 

young and old, even wives are welcome. 
• Whats App group will post when to fly

Contact:  Alec Fuller 022 081 4799     
ajfuller@xtra.co.nz 06-7533266

   Andrew Robinson 027 2793780

New Plymouth Model Aero Club

SUMMER TWILIGHT CATAPULT 
GLIDER SERIES 2019

Fielding Model Flying Circle

Manfield Racecourse
(entrance in South Street)

Monday evenings 6pm
January 21st

February 4th and 25th
March 11th

Flown to MFNZ Rules, ie : 9" loop of 1/4" rubber or 
equivalent

Handle length not to exceed 6”
6 x flights   - 60 sec max

Spare models and catapults available
Come along for some enjoyable flying!
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everyone else, even for big tall, long armed folk,  6 1/2”  is 
long enough for the loop of ¼ inch rubber.

• Most of the Pool was a fleet of 14” Pathos CLGs weighing 
15 -20 grams with 1/8th balsa wings and a carbon tube 
fuselage with the wing sitting on a saddle and taped to the 
fuselage with Electrical Tape. This allows adjustment of 
incidence of the wing to get the launch phase right and tail 
tilt  to get the glide circle the right size by putting a layer or 
two of tape under to front or back of the wing. Maybe 
surprisingly we never had a case of the tape letting go, so 
taping the wings to the fuselage is good enough.

• Carbon fuselages mean no trim variations from week to 
week and far fewer fuselage breakages. 4.0mm parallel 
Carbon tube is a good compromise weight to strength and 
means that you can add a carbon fuselage for almost the 
same weight as a hard balsa tissue covered fuselage  - but 
its much stronger

• Effective and timely communication is important. A Poster is 
useful in the months leading up to Summer and copies can 
be handed around at meetings and posted on websites and 
Facebook. Having a short snappy ‘handle’ has been useful 
too. Everyone now knows what “Catapult Capers” is about 
and it just rolls off the tongue so easily. Saying “Catapult 
Launch Glider Summer Twilight Series” is just too much.

• Nearly everyone has a smart phone these days and getting 
everyone’s cell number means you can create a Group and 
send Texts to everyone but it is a bit cumbersome and a far  
better Idea is to get everyone to install WhatsApp (make 
sure they are 1st friends on Facebook) then set up a Group 
in WhatsApp with just the flyers on it. Then, when anyone 
posts a message to the group, everyone in the Group will 
see it and can interact with the messages in real time. This 
allows you to contact everyone easily on the day, to say if 
the flying is on that evening or not. Its brilliant and works 
really well.

• This year we will try running a couple of construction 
workshops to get people to build their own Catapult Launch 
Gliders for the summer. Two afternoons or evenings should 
be enough to build a couple of gliders

So, our Summer Twilight Series of Catapult Launch Gliders or 
‘Catapult Capers’ starts this year on 14th January 2019. See 
our poster for details. 
      
Alec Fuller 
022 081 4799 
glenfolly@gmail.com
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It just goes to show that you can’t second-guess the weather! Lake Forsyth, 
outside Christchurch ,continues to attract many fliers and public to one of the 
largest events of its type in the country, even if the weather gods did not smile 
on Saturday morning. Once the cold Southerly had blown through the 
weather settled by lunchtime and the planes came out in ever increasing 
droves – racing drones, float planes, jets, World War 1 types, warbirds, 
foamies, helicopters. There was something for everyone.

The local club, Christchurch Radio Fliers, had to layout, mow and roll a new 
strip because the lake level was very high the week before and was flooding 
some of the low-lying patches. Then a few days before the fly-in the 
authorities opened the outlet and let the lake level down. On the plus side 
there was more area for car parking. 

We had the largest collection of camper vans etc there has been and quite a 
small village had assembled by the Friday night. Some even stayed through 
the Monday too. Much fun was had with the foamies, drones and FPV 
outside of the official event event times. 

Sunday was brilliant and it was great seeing all four flight lines getting a lot of 
work. Pilots had come from as far away as Wellington and Invercargill, but 
most were local or Canterbury based. There were 72 pilots register in all. 
Hangar One came to the party with sponsorship of the lucky number 
registration prize, as did Ferntech, the DJI drone specialists, so there were 
plenty of raffle draws. 

There were too many highlights to distinguish specific aircraft, but the flying 
skills shown by Richard Race and Alex Hewson with their large, aerobatic 
machines with smokers on full blow, drew much applause.

Awards went to:
Pilots’ Choice Best LANDPLANE:      Hellcat (Mark Brown)
Pilots’ Choice Best FLOATPLANE: Hangar 9 Cub  (Ben Carmine)
Pilots’ Choice Best HELICOPTER: AS350 Squirrel 
Best Overall:    BE2C (Donald Brown)
Oldest Flier:    Donald Brown (83)
Youngest Flier:    Ryan Chisholm (9)

December 2018

Words:  Peter Hewson
Photos: Lisa Ward & Matt McKenzie

Pilot’s Choice Best Floatplane: Ben Carmine

Pilot’s Choice 
Best Helicopter: 
AS350 Squirrel

Oldest and Best Flier Donald Brown

Youngest Flier Ryan ChisholmYoungest Flier Ryan Chisholm

Pilot’s Choice Best Landplane: Mark Brown
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Radian at night

A10 Warthog

Moswey glider

Hughes H1Electric hang glider on floats

Hawker Hurricane on finals

Sopwith Pup

Best land plane: Grumman Hellcat

Sukhoi knife edge

Edge at sunset
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After a weather interrupted end to last season this seasons 
opener was a cracker with a good entry list including two new 
faces in Q500 Sport. Pilots and supporters started arriving 
before 9am, which was surprising considering it was the first 
day of daylight saving. The course setup is easy now due to the 
pylon inserts being buried in their correct positions in the ground 
following the Trans Tasman, the new lap counting system 
proved a different matter though with communication issues 
between the laptop and interface unit so we only really had 3 
races where it worked well. We reverted back to the tried and 
true manual lap counters and stop watches in the end, the 
issues we had turned out to be operator error in the end so an 
easy fix for next time.
 
The racing was as usual fast and furious in all classes with 
Steve Collins showing the way in Q500 Sport. Antony got his 
model sorted to post his first ever times and came away with a 
grin from ear to ear. Unfortunately for our other new pilot, 
Malcolm, his day ended with an out landing resulting in the 
firewall disconnecting from his Viper, he still had a great day, 
despite his mishap, helping Antony and performing starter 
duties. Also good to see Graham Duncan back flying Q500, 
after his roll as CD for the Trans Tasman earlier in the year, 
along with Ron Stone and Len Krook who both had to travel 
some distance to get here.
 
F3T was next up with only four entries, despite the absence of a 
few teams the racing between Steve and I was close with Steve 
taking out the top race time of 68.2sec. and I the overall result. 
Reliability issues plagued both Ron and Len although Ron did 
post his first race time in this class.
 
F3R once again had Steve and I drawn in the same heats and 
right from the first race we were rubbing paint, somehow during 
the first race we stayed separated while we were neck and neck 
for about 6 laps with 2 seconds the difference at the end. Les 
King, all the way from the Bay of Islands, was having setting 
problems with his DKT and the usual consistently fast Ross 
Craighead started out stripping the threads in his muffler, after 
repairs the pressure hose decided to fall off after a couple of 
laps so he too was out of the running. Len was once again 
having tuning issues, unable to coax his Nelson to do 10 laps, 
eventually having one side of his V tail linkage part company 
with the servo horn requiring a cross country field trip to retrieve. 
Fortunately he did have some control with one side of the V tail 
system still working so he managed to put it down with very little 
damage.
 
The Q500 Sport and F3T classes were timed over 10.5 laps 
from a standing start and F3R timed for 10 with a flying start. 
With only 2 F5D models present and no E Sport we decided to 
call it a day around 4pm.

A big thanks to my wife Sharon who baked fresh scones to 
enjoy during the lunch break, to locals Clive and Barry who 
gave up their whole day to help so we could go racing, Ross and 
Noeline who must have been very frustrated trying for hours to 
get the scoring system running and eventually Noeline having 
to manually do the results. Oh and of course the weather gods 
who finally smiled upon us.
 

The next RC Pylon event will be on the 28th October at the 
Airsail MAC, 299 Native Road, Pukekawa. Until then take care 
and get in some practice/testing.

Cheers John Danks NZ Pylon SIG.

Q500 SPORT;
1st   Stephen Collins     399.4
2nd  Ron Stone                413.8
3rd  Len Krook                 421.5
4th  Graham Duncan       500.5
5th  Antony Wright           679.6
6th  Malcolm Court          800
 
F3T;
1st   John Danks              279.4
2nd  Stephen Collins       306.6
3rd  Ron Stone                574.9
4th  Len Krook                 800

 

F3R;
1st   John Danks              289.2
2nd  Stephen Collins       301.6
3rd  Les King                    535.5
4th  Ross Craighead        674
5th  Len Krook                 800
 

 

RC Pylon Report
30th September 2018 

Airsail MAC Field
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Australian 
League of 
Silent Flight

Jerilderie 2018
COMPETITION

Jerilderie is a small rural town in southern New South Wales, about 4 
hours drive north of Melbourne and about 8 from both Adelaide and 
Sydney. For the last 41 years it has been the home of the Australian 
League of Silent Flight National soaring competition. Flying is conducted from the middle of a huge horse racing track on 
the edge of town. The land around is really, really flat as far as the eye can see.  It has earned a reputation as one of the 
finest thermal soaring sites in the world. The event is undoubtedly the largest in the Southern Hemisphere, regularly 
drawing well over 50 pilots.
 
Kiwis
Over the last 10 years or so an increasing number of kiwis have 
made the trek across the Tasman. This year Kevin Botherway, 
John Shaw, Peter Williams, Joe Wurts, Len and Lesleigh 
Drabble and Dave Griffin made the trek. After early starts in the 
Hawke’s Bay, Wellington and Christchurch we all flew to 
Melbourne, picked up rentals and drove north. Some of us even 
managed a few hours practice on arrive.
 
Contests
This year 2 days of F5J followed by 2 ½ days of Thermal 
Duration and 2 one-hour hand launched glider events were 
scheduled. 

F5J is a relatively new event for electric launched gliders, all the 
pilots in a round launch together to try make a 10 minute flight in 
a 10 minute window with a spot landing at the end. Points are 
lost for time under or over target, for landing distance. The main 
score differentiator being the height you chose to turn off your 
motor… the lower this is done the less points deducted… a bit 
like playing poker!  Go high, more chance of making time, more 
points lost versus cut off low, hope to find a thermal and lose 
less points. It was quite surprising to see how quickly launch 
height decision shook up the scoreboard. 
 
Thermal duration uses 150M winch launches and requires a 10 
minute flight in a 12 minute window plus a spot landing. On top 
of this those who score a ‘perfect flight’ during the rounds - 
exactly 10 minutes and 100 landing points go into a fly off at end 
of the event. This one is scored to 100ths of a second.  Joe and 
Dave won places in the fly off.

 
The Weather
Jerilderie often suffers long droughts… for many years it 
seemed the LSF Coming to town was the drought breaker! The 
last 10 years or so of the event have been pretty dry with little 
rain, some wind and lots of sunshine and thermals. This year we 
had 4 ½ good days but lost the entire second day of F5J to 
steady light rain. Conditions usually vary through each day with 
early morning often featuring an inversion layer at a few 
hundred feet with quite a wind increase above – this sometimes 
tests winch lines and even wings. Lift above the inversion is 
almost non-existent excepting the possibility of very light wave 
and/or slope from the large gum trees to the south of the field.
 
Later as the inversion breaks up some decent thermals develop 
with 1500 -2000 possible during the early minutes of a flight.  As 
evening approaches the lift gets softer and softer – and harder 
to locate.
 
The People
Fliers come from most states in Australia with several world 
class fliers from both Australia and New Zealand. Particularly in 
the thermal duration event most fliers made full flights and good 
landings on every flight making the scoring very tight a long way 
through the field… just one shorter flight or poor landing spoiling 
chances of a high placing very quickly!
 
The LSF committee moves from state to state each few years 
and all do an excellent job organising the event, which is also 
very well supported by the local community and many hobby 
businesses.  
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Glider Score
For many years Gerry Carter has developed Glider Score, a very capable and reliable scoring 
program used around the world. This year scores could be submitted from a smartphone with 
95% of pilots doing so.  That made the job of the scorekeeper much easier with results from 
your group immediately available.  This was an impressive addition to the event.

Griffin, David

Round 6     Group 1

2

57

Score recorded

gliderscore.com

14:10 40

Time

Landing

Height

Landing>75m

Safety Penalty

(zero score)

<Back Next>
Back to list

:9

0

157

Position at round 6 not posted.

Position 6    Group 1    ReFlight 0

Name
Griffin, David
Moorfield, Paul
Houdalakis, Jim
O’Reilly, Mike
Bengston, Evan
Williams, Peter
Wilson, Rob

Ctry
NZL
AUS
AUS
AUS
AUS
NZL
AUS

Time
9:57
9:53
9:57
8:30
8:36
7:44
8:13

Landing
Points

45
50
45
50
50
50
50

 
Dave’s thoughts…
Great fun, 5 days thermal soaring 
with a great bunch of guys.  Need 
to not launch so high on electric! 
Did well for all but for 2 flights of 
about 8 & 9 minutes booting me 
from 7 to 22…. 97.5% of winners 
score but a long way down score 
sheet. Very pleased to win the 
Perfect Flight fly off.

Johns experience….
I agree with the other Kiwis 
comments, this is a must do 
event to go too. Air flights are 
reasonable, going with a group 
shares the costs and also Mike 
and his team do a great job in 
running the contest, makes you 
want to return.

For me I had a mixed contest with many highs and a few lows or 
should I say silly mistake by me but hey it was so enjoyable , one 
flight in particular comes to mind which involved a wedge tail 
Eagle. This flight started with a great launch and had already 
figured where I was heading contrary to all the advice given 
from my team mates sitting in the chairs?
 
As it turned out it was the best air on the field but there was one 
greedy wedge tailed Eagle who came into my thermal and didn’t 
want to share it , he dived bombed me heaps to get rid of me but 
to no avail, this was my thermal, it got angry the more I tried to 
avoid it the worse it became, when he started diving at me with 
folded wings it was time to bow out and think of the model so I  
put the Maxa in speed and out run it , man what an experience, I 
will never forget it .
 
Had a great time, great company, new friends ,was awesome.

Lens thoughts
I love this event with a passion it is the biggest soaring event I 
attend and the trip is a lot of fun . If  I’m honest it’s about the 
social interaction with the Aussie contestants, the flying is 
second . I have now done 3 trips to Jerilderie  and 2 to Adelaide 
and we have made a heap of new friends and it’s like a family 
reunion every time we go. My wife Lesleigh enjoys it as well as 
she has now made friends with the other wives and girl friends 
and they disappear all day and go to visit places of interest. A 
big thanks also to Joe, Kevin, Pee Wee, John Shaw and Dave 
Griffin every time I fly with you guys I learn so much more. Your 
experience and  willingness to coach others has been the 
greatest gift of all and I am eternally grateful to you all.  It’s the 
only country in the world were the local Wedge Tail Eagles take 
exception to sharing thermals and its great fun to watch 
somebody else trying to avoid becoming breakfast .
 
Peters Comments
Well the chance to escape the winter and go flying in Australia 
should never be passed up and so I attended Jerilderie this 
year.

We flew F5J (Electric Soaring) on the Thursday and had Friday 
cancelled due to rain. We flew thermal duration (Winch 
Launched Gliders) on Saturday Sunday and Monday morning 

and lost a few hours due to fog. We flew hand-launched gliders 
in the lunch breaks and so got plenty of flying in over 4 ½ days.
For F5J launch height really is a major part of the score and so 
the winning guys launch low and fly high which maximises their 
points. The new breed of light models really pay dividends here. 
My old bagged model really needs to move on and make way for 
a lighter better performing one. We lost the second day because 
it rained almost all day so it was a short five round contest.

For the thermal duration event we were split into teams and this 
is the main difference between NZ and their thermal 
competitions.

The Aussies really look after us here and integrate us into their 
teams, we owe them a big vote of thanks for this every time we 
go to Aussie. This also removes the need to get winches and 
batteries across the Tasman which would be a major hassle.

The team aspect means you are never having to beg/borrow a 
timer or caller as your team mates work with you to get the flying 
done and scores in. 

I had moved to new models after years of flying  Vladimirs 
Models Supras and a Pike Perfect. These new Maxas from 
Vladimirs Models are designed by Kiwi Joe Wurts and were 
easy to set up and provided a useful performance boost from 
my previous models.  

We flew 11 rounds in all and it takes some concentration, skill 
and some luck to fly out the 10 min duration time and then land 
accurately on the landing spot to keep in the game and keep 
your score intact. In Thermal Duration something like 96 points 
separated the top ten pilots so losing any time is fatal to a finish 
in the top ten.

If you fly thermal duration then having the biggest thermal 
duration competition in the Southern Hemisphere a few hours 
plane ride away is great and attendance should be on your 
“must do “ list.

We have some of the most talented pilots here in NZ, it’s always 
a pleasure to fly with them and the learning never stops.
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Joes notes
As per the norm, the 41st open 
thermal /F5J/F3K event  in 
Jerilderie was once again a very 
fun event to attend. The social 
aspect is what makes an event 
worth attending, and Jerilderie 
has sorted this out with evening 
meals arranged at various 
location around town for the 
evenings, along with the usual 
on field banter despite some 
serious competition amongst 
the fliers.  For F5J, we had some 
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  w i n d y 
conditions in the morning, with 
conditions flattening towards the 
e v e n i n g .   I  h a d  a  f e w 
challenging flights. One flight I 
was certain that I would not be 
able to make it onto the field as I 
was lower than some of the tall 
trees on the downward edge of 
the field but somehow I snuck 
around the annoying trees and 
made it all the way back despite 
the very strong wind at the time. I 
ended up in 2nd place.  It was a 
bit surprising to me that I was the 
youngest person on the podium by more than a few years… it 
has been a while since that has been the case!  To me, this one 
element shows a strong future for the event with our aging 
soaring population.  

After the challenging and windy condition of F5J, it was nice to 
have a couple days of light and fluffy conditions for the open 
thermal event.  In the first two days, most rounds had plenty of 
lift available, there was only a single slot that had only one 
person making their time. I was in that slot… and I wasn’t “that 
guy”!  Dropping a minute of flight time took me from 3rd place to 
23rd place. I finally clawed my way back up to 11th place on the 
last day when the conditions became much more difficult and 
many of the top pilots had issues similar to mine on the first day.  
Pete Williams had a nice debut with his shiny new planes, 
finishing in 3rd place, with Kev right behind him in 4th.  Kev had 
a perfect set of rounds in the F3K event resulting in a convincing 
victory, and Dave Griffin won the perfect flight flyoff, so four of 
the kiwis brought trophies back to NZ!
 
Kev’s observations (Go the All Blacks!)
It was very unusual to fly a Maxa 4m Lite for 2 days in a row the 
weather was perfect and over the three odd days lots of 
variables happened on the scoresheets. With some very good 
pilots achieving a “dropper” or short flight to the extent that loss 

of one minute in flight time pops you down to position 20 odd. Its 
very hard to play catch up from this position. The conditions at 
times were very hard and although the models are of top design 
the variance in scores made it really hurt if you missed time. 
Since the first trip I went a few years ago everyone's landing 
appeared to have a set pattern more so than a circling arrival  - 
this was causing all sorts of problems for others in the past - 
although we did notice quite a few models on landing hitting the 
pilots own legs on finals as usual.  Launching there was a 
couple of models that speared through others on the way up 
(we call it SAMed) It certainly suggested a launching plan was 
in order and plenty of time with a spare two minutes to get 13 
models away worked well.  The real hard thing we have found 
with this competition is having the right clothing for the 
conditions from Gumboots, scarves, gloves, beanies, and 
jackets to shorts and tee shirts.  We had freezing conditions 
while it was fogged in and during the Thursday lunch hour for 
hand launch we need to strip down to shorts.  Certainly for the 
Kiwis a huge thanks to Dave and Mandy Pratley who are just 
awesome Australian friends and have always been such 
fantastic hosts for us NZ’ers. A huge thanks to the organizers 
with a well run competition once again and of course the 
fantastic location I don’t know of many places us kiwis can go to 
that’s so close and fly against 60 odd competitors! (so I suppose 
we should still be friends with them Aussies) so thanks for 
having us again!

Deadlines:
To save on expenditure the magazine has now constrained to 
56 pages so please get your articles in as soon as you can. 
They will be taken on a ‘first in, first served’ basis unless they 
are required to go in due to meetings, remits, important 
notices etc.

Event Advertisements:
To create more space for articles we now have a maximum 
event advert size of half a page, either horizontal or vertical. 
There is no charge to clubs for these advertisements

Articles:
The preferred format is Word, but pdf files are also 
acceptable. Please send all photographs to go with the 
articles as separate jpg. Try not to embed them into the 
document as they tend to be pixelated when enlarged to fit the 
pages. Do not forget to supply captions for the photographs 
and a credit for the photographer if you wish.
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In September I had the opportunity to participate in 
a major F3D pylon racing event that was held in 
Saint Martin Le Beau, which is located in the 
beautiful Loire Valley in France.  The region, is not 

Saint Martin Le Beau, France
Tom Wetherill

only notable for its historic towns, architecture and 
vineyards, but the F3D event is a favourite destination 
for serious pylon racers and their families.  The event, 
which was brilliantly organised by Ange Rouzaud and 
his family, was also supported by the local Council and 
community.

This year, the event attracted 47 pilots from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UK, Ukraine and 
Venezuela – with an atmosphere like a World Championship.  I 
was the sole pilot representing New Zealand, and received 
great help from Marcel Huisman as my caller and my daughter 
who had joined me from the USA.  I also received great support 
from friends in the Netherlands, Swedish and Venezuelan 
teams.  

I arrived at the field mid-Thursday afternoon and unpacked and 
assembled my models.  I managed to get one model flown as 
light drizzle descended on the area, so chose to pack up and 
check into the hotel.  I arrived at the field early the following 
morning and I joined the queue and managed to get in a number 
of practice flights.  Once I had my two models sorted it was time 
to catch up on some rest and to have a nice dinner in Amboise 
with my daughter.

The format for the event was to run four rounds of racing on 
Saturday, with two more on Sunday morning.  The 12 pilots with 
the lowest scores from their best five rounds then participated in 
two semi-final rounds.  The pilots that posted the fastest three 
times then progressed to a final shootout.  The weather was 
great, but a little chilly (4 degrees) in the mornings and the 
afternoons were in the mid- to high 20’s.  

The level of competition was very high as everyone was pushing 
to make the cut to get into the semi-finals.  In the first there 
rounds – my engine was not performing as strongly and on two 
occasions I had to glide the last lap, but at least I was getting 
times (The problem was later found to be a damaged piston).  
An engine change for the last round of the day proved to be a 
good move and I posted a reasonable time.  After the racing was 
over – aperitifs were served with fine local wines and produce.  
This was followed by a very festive banquet and a chance to 
catch up with old friends.

Sunday’s weather was again great and the final two rounds of 
the heat racing were completed in an efficient manner.  When 

the semi-finals started, the pace picked up and there was some 
very intense racing.  Along the way there was some carnage 
due to mid-airs and contact with the ground.  The pilots that 
faced off in the final were Fabio Lucca from Italy, Jan Sedlacek 
from Czech Republic and Gabriel Tahhan from Venezuela.  
However, the final proved to be an anti-climax as Jan’s engine 
did not start and Gabriel’s stopped after a few laps – so Fabio 
cruised home to win the event.

The prize-giving was an impressive affair with Fabio also 
winning the Europa Cup.  In addition, all pilots received a 
plaque.  I finished 27th overall, having lost too much time due to 
the lame engine.  However, I had a great time at a fantastic 
event with great friends.  One to put on the list for 2020!

XVII International CDT Tulasne Challenge
F3D Europa Cup
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I don’t know about you, but part of the reason I got into this great hobby (aside 
from the challenge of building, programming, setting up and then there’s the 
even greater challenge of flying them) is the camaraderie that it offers.  I can 
park fly within minutes of where I live, but choose to drive between 20 to 50 
minutes to the two clubs I belong to, to do this.  There’s nothing like being 
with a great bunch of like-minded individuals to stir the blood.

That was the motivator that led Aled Jones and I (well if I’m honest, mostly 
Aled) to organise a fun fly in the Waikato recently.  Held over two days, a 
dozen or so keen pilots joined us and enjoyed great laughs, great flying and 
even greater crashes ensued.

I could only attend the Sunday because I travelled to the Tron on the 
Saturday, but I hastily made my way to the venue as soon as I arrived late in 
the afternoon.  On arrival, I was greeted by the spectacle of Dave Bettany’s 
RAVE 700 in what appeared to be a stable hover, slowly aileron roll and 
plummet directly into the ground, smashing the rare model into fragments of 
its former self.  To add insult to injury, the RAVE face planted directly into a 
fresh cow pat and cow excrement was forced into every nook and cranny of 
the helicopter by its crash velocity.  This as you may appreciate, made for a 
messy resurrection and not one I would be keen to do.

Many impressive flights were had over the weekend, one in particular that 
stood out for me was one of Steve Wharepapa’s many flights with his TREX 
700XN.  Steven had his machine tumbling and turning in great style but 
suffered a gearbox bearing failure mid-flight.  Steve not only re-oriented the 
helicopter but managed to auto rotate it safely down in an awesome 
demonstration of piloting skills.  

I’m beginning to think Steven has ‘feline’ ancestry because this is not the only 
life he lost during the weekend.  

Equally impressive was his lawn mowing demonstration.  Whilst inverted 
over the strip, Steven extracted a fair size divot of sod which led him to punch 
out quickly to prevent the helicopter being sucked into the ground.  That’s 
now two lives Steven, five to go!
 
Dave was not the only one to succumb to gravity.  Matt Jones had a tail blade 
‘eject’ mid-flight (how does that even happen Matt?) at great speed and lost 
tail authority in the process.  Matt tried everything to resurrect the flight, 
without avail and crashed in spectacular style when he finally surrendered.  

“No one likes to see a crash, but no one likes to miss one either”

My Goblin 700 Competition enjoys stretching its legs.My Goblin 700 Competition enjoys stretching its legs.

TRON FUN FLY
August 25th & 26th 2018

Mike Bron

 A great time was had by all 
and I would like to thank 
those who made the effort to 
attend this meeting but 
especially Alled Jones for all 
the hard work he put into 
running it.  Aled and Kevin 
Foote also did a fantastic job 
on the BBQ and keeping the 
troops fed in spectacular 
style.  Well done boys!

I look forward to seeing you 
all at the Nationals Fun Fly 
at Matamata January 7th 
2018. My TREX 800 PRO mid tick tock.My TREX 800 PRO mid tick tock.

Matt Jones (left), 
D a v e  B e t t a n y 
(centre) and Steve 
Wharepapa’s (well 
his body anyway) 
contemplate the 
clean-up.  Bags 
not!

Matt Jones (left), 
D a v e  B e t t a n y 
(centre) and Steve 
Wharepapa’s (well 
his body anyway) 
contemplate the 
clean-up.  Bags 
not!

Steve’s attempt and soil sampling very nearly ended 
badly.
Steve’s attempt and soil sampling very nearly ended 
badly.

Matt’s TREX 700 XN adopted 
a ‘scorpion’ stance.  I can’t 
help feel that this trend won’t 
catch on!

Matt’s TREX 700 XN adopted 
a ‘scorpion’ stance.  I can’t 
help feel that this trend won’t 
catch on!
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In April 2016 I attended my first ever NZ Nationals, which was my first control 
line competition in fact. From there I was hooked on F2B aerobatics. After 
hearing how much fun everyone had at the 2016 World Championships in 
Perth I set myself a goal to make the 2018 team for France.

I had two years to get sorted, I had loads of time right? The time went so fast 
and before I knew it July 2018 was upon me.

When I told my sister Chloe I was planning on going she 
insisted that she would come too. Chloe flew control line 
with me in the Gore Model Aircraft Club when she was 
younger. She was quite good at it too.

On July 7th Chloe and I set off for France. After some 
delays, a reunion with my model and two unexpected 
nights in the US we arrived exhausted in Paris. 

The next challenge was getting safely from Paris Airport 
to Landres. First time driving a left hand drive car on the 
other side of the road and Paris traffic made for one of 
the most stressful times of my life. But soon we were on 
the highway with a 130kmph speed limit. Within no time 
we arrived in a quaint little village called Doncourt les 
Longuyon and found our accommodation.

We were staying with Rob Wallace, Andrew, Brendan 
and Christine Robinson. All were eagerly awaiting our 
late arrival. I was ready for a beer!

The following day we found the World Championship 
flying site at Landres. I did not waste any time and got 
my name on the board for some practice. Having come 
from a Southland winter I knew my model would need 
some tuning for the hot summer conditions. After three 
days and 18 practice flights I felt the model was going 
pretty well.

The whole team got together for the opening ceremony. 
The French put on a great spectacle with a massive 
fireworks display to finish off.

On July 14th it all officially started and I was up for my 
first official flight mid morning. After much pacing 
around it was my turn. I set up on the tarmac circle with 
Chloe assisting. I could see a whole heap of Kiwi 
uniforms on the other side of the fence. The weather 
was amazing with the perfect breeze calmly rolling 

Paris or bust!
Daniel Munro

Top to bottom:
Me and Kaz Minato of Japan
Me, Chloe and Kevin
Max Bee in action
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through. With that I signaled the judges that I was ready and 
turned my model on, I calmly walked out to the centre took a 
deep breath. The model lifted off and I was away into the 
familiar pattern I'd practiced so many times. Despite the nerves 
I held my focus and flew what I felt was one of the best flights I'd 
ever pulled off. 

After lunch it was Kevin's turn. I was pleased to see that I was 
not the only one affected by the nerves. 

For the rest of the day I could relax a little and watch some of the 
big names fly. Some of them make it all look so easy.

Over the next two days I had two difficult flights in some of the 
worst turbulence I'd ever flown in, despite this I was still very 
happy with how I flew and was pleased that I had a model with 
the performance to fly through it all.

On the final day I was up first at 8:30am with very nice 
conditions. I gave it everything I had and managed to improve 
my score. 

Kevin was up a short time later, I launched his model and sat 
back to watch what I'd say was the best ever flight I have ever 
seen him do. So good in fact that it lifted him several places into 
33rd position. 

I finished 62nd, right behind the two South African entries Keith 
Renecle and Evert Scholtz. Evert was sure to provide a little 
banter to keep the rivalry alive. 

I was able to relax now, it was a pleasure to watch the top 15 
pilots fly off for the championship. I was amazed with the 
standard of flying. Especially from the eventual winner from 
China.

On the evening of the 19th was the banquet. It was a wonderful 
time to enjoy a few beers with new friends.

The following morning Chloe and I were on our way back to 
Paris and ready to begin our whirlwind holiday.

Now back at home and reflecting on the experience I have to 
admit that it was one of the best times of my life. Time to begin 
efforts for the next one perhaps.

I'd like to say thanks to the rest of the New Zealand team who 
helped make it such an incredible experience, especially Kevin 
and Karen Barnes who helped ease my nerves a lot. Also to all 
those who brought my raffles, offered prizes and supported me 
along the way, without the support I am not sure I'd have made it 
all happen.

The flying season has returned and with it the CL Stunt Series. No major changes this time 
around, just the formal end to fees and prizes for the Series itself. Only entry fees to the host 
club are payable. 

Stunt Series calendar for 2018/19

Dec 1st    Auckland, Bruce McLaren Intermediate School 
Jan  4th   MFNZ Nationals, Matamata College 
Feb 9th   Waikato Champs, Mercer Sports Club
Mar 9th   Whangarei, Portland Rec Centre
Apl 20th   Taranaki Easter Champs, New Plymouth MAC
May 18th  Rotorua, Arawa Park Racecourse

Round details

1. Taranaki Spring Champs, Saturday 20th October 2018
 Club - New Plymouth MAC
 Venue - NPMAC CL circles, Junction Road, New 

Plymouth
 CD - Andrew Robinson a_robinson_nz@hotmail.com

2.  Auckland Champs, Saturday 1st December 2018
 Club - Auckland Free Flight Club
 Venue - Bruce McLaren Intermediate, 61-69 Bruce 

McLaren Rd, Henderson, Auckland
 CD - Gerald Wimmer fly.kakanui@gmail.com

3.  MFNZ Nationals, Friday 4th January 2019
 Club - MFNZ/CLTC
 Venue - Matamata College, 121 Firth St, Matamata 
 CD - Kevin Barnes K.Barnes@xtra.co.nz

4.  Waikato Grass Champs, Saturday 9th February, 2019
 Club - Hamilton MAC
 Venue - Mercer Sports Club, Kimikimi Road, Mercer
 CD - Kevin Barnes K.Barnes@xtra.co.nz

5.  Whangarei Champs, Saturday 9th March, 2019
 Club - Whangarei MAC
 Venue - Portland Rec Centre, McGill Rd, Portland, 

Whangarei
 CD - Dan Walker danjanwalker@yahoo.com

6.  Taranaki Easter Champs, Saturday 20th April, 2019
 Club - New Plymouth MAC
 Venue - NPMAC CL circles, Junction Road, New 

Plymouth
 CD - Andrew Robinson a_robinson_nz@hotmail.com

7.  Rotorua Champs - Saturday 18th May, 2019
 Club - Rotorua MAC
 Venue - Arawa Park Racecourse, Park St, Rotorua
 CD - David Thornley dthornley47@gmail.com

Please pass this on to anyone who might be interested, post it 
on CL forums and share it in Facebook groups. 
Good luck to everyone and have fun!

Cheers,
Adrian - Series Coordinator
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On a recent trip to USA I was 
fortunate to spend three days at 
the 63rd Annual Toledo R/C Expo.

The
Toledo
Show
Words & photos
Ken Buckley

Organised by The Toledo Weak Signals and manned by club 
volunteers the show is enormous. About 200 trade stands were 
packed with every R/C kit, engine and accessory you can 
imagine.

Members joining the Weak Signals club commit to being 
available for two, six hour shifts during the show (it takes about 
150 volunteers) the only excuse for non-attendance is a death 
in the family - - and it has to be yours! Many members bring 
family and friends to boost the volunteer numbers.

In conjunction with the show there is a Swap Shop - $10 for a 
trestle table for the 3 days.

There was a vast array of new and used items covering nearly 
200 tables! Several tables were covered with engines of every 
shape and size, models, kits, accessories – a smorgasbord of 
delights!

Also part of the Expo is a static model competition in various 
classes, boats, cars aeroplanes, etc. Overall “Best of Show” 
takes away a $1000 cheque. The winner was a BE2 from 
Canada that was incredibly detailed, and a flyer.

Always on the first weekend in April, the weather was cold but 
bearable (it snowed the night before we left!). We stayed at the 
Park Inn Hotel which is attached to the Seagate Convention 
Centre where the Expo was located, so we didn’t need to go 
outside to visit the show.

Toledo City appears to be on the decline, many vacant buildings 
and a general air of neglect. Affected badly by the downturn in 
the automotive industry in nearby Detroit.

However there were a couple of newish stadiums for Ice 
Hockey and Baseball, one was strangely named “First Third 
Bank”, it probably makes sense to the locals.
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Gwyn Avenell

I first attended Top Gun in 2011 with Brian Borland, thanks to a 
friend who arranged the appropriate invite from Frank Tiano. It 
was an eye opener at the time and we made many new friends 
and enjoyed the competition immensely.

I went for a couple of years later but with the demise of my 
Dauntless, I put returning on hold until I had my Hawker Fury 
ready. We duly travelled back to Florida this year with some 
expectation.

I have to thank Air New Zealand for their care of my model and 
for the protocol that Model Flying NZ has with them – provided 
the rules are followed, the ease of the transport of the boxes is 
no different than normal luggage. We worked hard to keep the 
boxes within luggage weights although the sizes are somewhat 
bigger. 

We flew direct to Houston and then drove to Dallas to pick up an 
australian friend, Phil Crandon, who was competing with his 
exceptional Stuka. A three day drive across the bottom of the 
USA with the obligatory stop at Pensacola Naval Air Museum 
put us in Florida.

We spent a couple of days assembling the models and then 
arrived at Lakeland on the day before the competition began.

This event has to be the biggest scale competition in the world – 
there were 155 entries in all the classes and the flying was 
divided up into various days. The first 3 days were purely for the 

Pro – Prop and Jet classes , the Team Scale as well as the new 
Young Guns class, the last two days are for the Expert and 
Masters class plus the last round of the Pro rounds and Team 
rounds. If this sounds like a lot of flying it is – the field is only 
available from 8:30 in the morning to 3:30 in the afternoon so 
this necessitates multiple flight lines. This works in the following 
way – The flight line judges are all located on the edge of the 
runway and are spaced about 10 metres apart, there are gaps 
in the metal link safety fencing between the judges for the 
competitors to enter onto the runway. Most of the time there are 
three flight lines operating except on Saturday and Sunday (our 
flying time) when there could be 4-5 lines operating. 

When you arrive, you are assigned a flight line, and you stay in 
this position all weekend and only the Judges move (far more 
efficient). This arrangement of the flying lines can be a very 
intimidating if you let it be, as you may feel that there will be mid 
airs as you fly in the same general airspace. However in the 
many times I have been there, I have not seen a midair or come 
close to having one myself. Given that there were several 
hundred flights over the week , the system seems to work.

Access on to the runway is choreographed by line directors 
coordinating with each other via coloured table tennis bats.

In the days leading up to the weekend flying, we managed a 
practice flight such as it was , and prepared for the Static part of 
the competition. As we were pitted down one end and out of the 
way, not many people had bothered to come and look at our 
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models so it was therefore obligatory to wheel them up in front 
of all the other competitors to see what they were up against. 
Top Gun static is very much a simplified affair with only 15 
minutes allowed for each model so you need to have your 
documentation aligned with the scoring system to make sure 
they do not have to second guess what you are trying to convey. 
Fortunately I had my documentation sorted and managed to top 
the static in my class and had the highest static overall. Very 
pleasing after many years of work on my model.

Top Gun is notorious for being flown in a cross wind. This year 
didn’t disappoint, typically it blew up and down the strip for the 
first 3 days and then on Saturday and Sunday across the strip in 
your face. Hawker Fury’s never had cross wind capability, so it 
was no surprise to come to grief on landing (not having a 
heading hold gyro – but soon will have). Never the less, we 
finished 3rd in Masters and could not have done better without 
some electronic help. It did expose a weakness in the 
undercarriage arrangement that I will need to re-engineer to 
avoid the problem in the future – or not land in cross winds!

The quality and range of models at the event were staggering. 
There were a number of large Fiat G91 jets that had been 
brought over in a container over from Italy – these were flown 
very professionally and most realistically by their owners and 
later in the event flew formation with two of them – very cool.

The winner of the Masters event was a large SR71 twin turbine 
model, scratch built and flown superbly by Lance Campbell 
including a touch and go and finished with a drogue chuted 
landing. Impressive to say the least. A couple of other notable 
models were David Hudson F-8 Crusader, again scratch built 
and featured a pivoting wing to provide better characteristics for 
landing and take off. It also included moveable leading edges 
as per the full sized. One of my favourite aircraft but 
unfortunately created a smoking hole in the ground when he 
had a mechanical failure of some kind and elected to crash it 
before it flew into the main runway and Lakeland airport. A 
shame as it was a nice model.

Bret Becker entered an electric XB-70 Valkyrie Bomber – this 
model has 4 EDF fans and looks great in the air but it is pretty 
hairy in the turns, however it is getting sorted and he is intending 
to build and bigger one with downward canting outer panels as 
per the real aircraft – very ingenious.

There were the usual run of the mill jets, pretty much all ARF’s 
as you would expect. Typically, they are flown by very talented 
pilots, but if I was being critical, they all look the same and fly the 
same.

David Wigley, a previous 4-time Top Gun winner resurrected his 
Westland Wyvern and flew it as only he can – it is a very 
majestic aeroplane. David has gone to the trouble of quietening 
the BME110 twin so the model gives and impression of the 
turbo prop that it was. He also has a freewheeling, contra 
rotating forward propeller which also adds to the effect. David 
finished second in Master’s ahead of me.

Peter Goldsmith flew a Balsa USA DH4 in Pro Prop I think, 
against all the high tech ARF’s and managed to beat them all. 
Peter worked for Horizon Hobbies and has been instrumental in 
some of their developments of Radios and Gyros, so his model 
was well dialled in when it came to cope with the vagrancies of 
the wind. It helps that he is a former Top Gun winner and a very 
experienced flier.

There were many WW2 models there Meister Scale had a 
number of P-47’s, Fw190’s and Mitsubishi Zero’s in the mix – all 
these models flew well with a mixture of Moki radials and Saito 

radials. Robart Manufacturing was on site and they had some of 
their Top RC Zero’s flying – these are very nice models with a 
full composite construction –there is much to like about them.

Nick Ziroli was on site to watch many of his designs flown. For 
me, Phil Crandon’s Stuka was the pick of these models – 
extensively modified with the best cockpit I have seen for some 
time, but there was also a very nice SBD Dauntless flown by 
Chuck Hamilton and a couple of nice Grumman Hellcats in the 
mix. 

There were some impressive electric models, the best in my 
opinion was Mike Barbee’s King Air  – this is a very large model 
with a helical geared 4:1 reduction drive and powered with an 
equivalent 65cc motor mand running 3 blade props. He runs 
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12S packs on it but only draws minimal power 
when it is flying. It is flown by Frank Noll and it 
performs so realistically. Mike tells me that it has an 
easy 15-minute flight time with the setup he has. 
There was a 16 ft B-17 on the flightline, completely 
electric which flew quite well. Both models proving 
that electric are no barrier to large scale.

Unfortunately the last two days of the competition 
were effected by the weather, heavy rain in the 
evening of the Saturday and then low cloud forcing 
a delay to the start of Sunday flying. This then 
made the event a 3 flight competition. All that was 
left to do was have the prize giving and send us on 
our way. 

All in all , a good result and the static score I 
received made up for all the  hard work and 
problem solving required for such a model.

I do need to thank and acknowledge a number of people:
• The late Brian Borland for all his help and support over the years this model 

was constructed, I was really happy that he was able to see it fly before he 
passed.

• Neil Schrader for his advice and help on graphic issues and making those 
fiddly parts.

• Rob McNair for encouraging me to make the cowls from aluminium and Mike 
Roberts for showing me how and patiently fixing my mistakes – The model 
was transformed with this finish. Both of these guys are the best aircraft and 
car restorers I have ever met, and I am lucky to know them.

• Brian Chivers for sorting out my paint requirements even if I thought I knew 
what I wanted.

• Lastly to my wife and family for the support over all this time.
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Words & photos

Ken Buckley

I managed to sneak in a couple of days at Topgun 2018 in May.

A huge array of models all to near perfection in various classes 
– ARF, Team, Jet, Masters etc.

Our own Gwyn Avenell  took the Masters class static award with 
his 90 inch Hawker Fury, but 3 cross-wind landings took their 
toll on his flight scores and he was3rd in class with the 
combined scores – a mighty effort!

There were many truly magnificent models and with the “open 
pits” policy there was no problem accessing the models and 
pilots.

One eye-opener was the flight line with 5 judging stations and 
the possibility of 5 models flying off the same runway. I only saw 
3 in action, but a Jet, a big twin and a 1st War fighter sharing the 
sky there were some heart-stopping moments. No mid-airs, but 
it has happened in the past. 
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With the kind help of Hangar One (www.hangarone.co.nz) and Avetek (www.aveteknz.com) we 
are pleased to announce there will be a draw conducted at the 2019 Matamata National 
Championships to give away one 'Curare' laser cut kit to one lucky pilot! One entry into the draw 
each time you fly at a Classic Pattern event this year and up to and including the 2019 nationals!

Coming to a Pattern Competition Near You

R/C Classic Pattern – Classic Class
Coming to a Pattern Competition Near You

R/C Classic Pattern – Classic Class
Coming to a Pattern Competition Near You

R/C Classic Pattern – Classic Class
Castor oil, leaky retracts and low passes! Come 

and join us as we bring back the classics!

Straight inverted flight
Three 
horizontal 
rolls

Horizontal eight

Three turn spin
*Sample manouvers only

Top hat

The R/C Aerobatics SIG is please to announce we will be 
adding Classic Pattern to our competition classes. This new 
Classic Class is open to everyone – from beginner to expert! 
The schedule is right from 1971. Come and fly with any MFNZ 
legal model less than 50cc glow/gas or electric equivalent. 
There will be bonus points for classic models (1960's – 
1980's), speed and noise! Join the fellowship of contestants, 
friends and family. Check the nzrcaa.co.nz webpage for 
details.

FLYING 
CLUBMAN AEROBATICS
Do you have an entry in our Loop, Roll, and Win! competition?

Great if you do! Check out nzrcaa.co.nz  Best of luck for our 
prize draw at the 2019 Matamata Nationals!
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similar! Every entry in Classic at the Nats will go into a draw for a 
Curare laser cut kit kindly donated by Avetek and Hangar One. 

2019 Trans Tasmans
The 2019 Trans Tasmans will be held at the Tin Can Bay model 
club in Queensland from the 23 – 25th March 2019. As well as 
F3A, it is likely Masters (the Advanced FAI Schedule) will also 
be flown. Contact the SIG if you are interested in attending. The 
F3A team trail will of course be the Nationals.

The weekend after the TT is the Australian Masters in Coolum, 
Queensland. So why not make a holiday of it, and come and fly 
both events?

Judging
Did you know that to fly in a competition in Australia you must 
have passed the Australian judges exam – this is a requirement 
of all competitors, so that if you are asked to judge (and you will 
be), you will have an idea of the correct scoring system? Check 
o u t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P a t t e r n  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e b s i t e 
http://www.f3a.com.au/ and look under judging. You will find 
there is a New Zealand exam you can sit as well. Even if you are 
not travelling to Australia, why not give the exam a go?

Aerobatics AGM at the Nats
Our AGM will be held at the Nationals. January 4th, 2030hrs. 
Venue to be announced. Any changes to this date and time will 
be announced at the Nationals.

Loop, Roll and Win!
Have you entered the RC Aerobatics SIG’s Loop, Roll and Win! 
Competition yet? It could not be easier – take your model out 
(any model) and do a loop and a roll during one flight, and then 
email us a selfie (or get someone else to take the photo) of you 
and your model. Get your entry in before the start of aerobatics 
at the 2019 Matamata Nats – we will conduct the prize draw 
during the Nationals. Check out the entries received so far here: 
http://www.nzrcaa.co.nz/loop-roll-and-win/ 

Classic Pattern
This is a new event for us at this Nationals. I know a few guys 
are getting models ready – so why not dust off an old model and 
come and give it a go? The schedule is the FAI F3A schedule 
from 1971/73. Currently there are no model requirements 
(except fitting MFNZ rules), so no excuses not to enter. You 
could even give it a bash with a super sportster or something 

Please email your photos to looprollwin@nzrcaa.co.nz
The competition winner will be drawn at the next Nationals 

Aerobatic AGM.

 One complying entry = 1 chance to win. 
 Be sure to have completed at least a loop and roll before emailing in 

the picture of you and your model
 One model can be used by multiple pilots
 One pilot can send in multiple entries with different models
 The Aerobatics SIG may use the photos to promote aerobatics in NZ
 The winner need not attend the 2019 AGM, but would be great if 

they did! 
 The winner will be notified by return email.

The prizes have been kindly donated to 
assist the Aerobatic SIG in promoting 
and developing RC aerobatic flying in 
New Zealand. 
Our sponsors are:
Andrew Jesky Aircraft, HOT Ltd and 
Galloway Enterprizes.

 RP O
O
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This could not be easier! Take your model, do a loop and a roll 
(in any order!) and after you land send us a selfie of you and 
your model together with your name and contact details. Your 
picture will be posted on the Aerobatics SIG website and each 
accepted picture will put you in the draw for a chance to win 
the awesome prize of an AJ Aircraft 62” Acuity, Castle 
Creations Talon ESC and 4x Savox 1251mg servos!
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intageV
SIG

To Contact the SIG Committee
1. For general enquiries, to be registered as a SIG member, 

and matters regarding competition rules, contact Allan Knox 
(Chairman) allan.j.knox@gmail.com. or Don Mossop 
(Secretary) donmossop@gmail.com 

2. To be placed on the free email circulation list for AVANZ 
News, and to contribute articles and ideas, contact Bernard 
Scott (AVANZ News Editor):  scott.scott@xtra.co.nz. 

3. To be sent free pdf plans from the AVANZ Plans Service, 
including access to the huge Co-op Plans archive, contact 
M a r k  Ve n t e r  ( A V A N Z  P l a n s  C o o r d i n a t o r ) :  
avanzplans@xtra.co.nz. 

4. To be sent regular updates on monthly vintage flying at 
Levin, Contact Allan Knox at allan.j.knox@gmail.com

Vintage Contest Schedule for 2018/19 Season
NNI Series  
November 24 - 25        Blackfeet
December                   Not flown
January 2 - 7               Nationals –  Waharoa
February 23 - 24          Tuakau
March – NI Champs     Levin – Details to follow  
April 20 - 21                  JR Airsail
May 18 - 19                  Tuakau
SNI Events at Levin 
Bob Burling   February 16 – 17 
Gareth Newton   May 11 – 12
John Selby   September 27 - 28
 
There will also be monthly Vintage one day meetings at Levin 
focusing on NDC events. Contact Allan Knox for regular 
updates on flying days.

Remit for changes to Electric Texaco Class rules, 
their temporary use and your votes to make them 
Permanent ...or not.
Now that we have been flying the Electric Texaco classes for a 
while, some fliers have suggested some refinement is 
warranted so the SIG have had a look at improvements to the 
rules based on experience of those who fly these classes.  The 
proposed changes put a strong emphasis on both model and 
pilot performance during the rounds adding challenge and 
reducing the flyoff probability. This should shorten event 
durations on average.

Observations were: 
• That the round targets were too easy and even boring 
with significant numbers of events needing an unlimited flyoff to 
find the winner. 
• Events were taking too long at congested contests 
because of the above.

Values, or what “good” would look like in solutions.
• More challenging round targets to relieve the boredom.
• Less time in the air from smaller batteries and/or fewer 

rounds.
• Unlimited nature of flyoff to be retained although this was 

debated.

• Current models would continue to be useable although 
batteries may be changed.

• Age bonus deleted. This encourages some newer vintage 
designs that are not often seen and levels the playing field a 
little.

• Restore the relationship between battery energy and model 
weight (via wing loading) as the prime controllers of still air 
duration if possible. 

• Event times including flyoff of around 45 minutes seemed 
about the longest we would want.

• Penalties for flying over time not wanted.

The SIG has drafted rule changes presented here. These have 
been hotly debated and endeavour to find the best solution to 
suit these values but there are inevitably compromises.

These  Rules per the remits as published in this issue of 
MFW will be used as ‘Special Rules” for the Nationals in 
2019 and any subsequent NNI events until voting and the 
formal rule change process has been completed at which 
time the changes will be confirmed or dropped.

The main changes are:
1. Vintage and Classical 1/2E Texaco
• Battery reduced to 2S 180mah or 3S 125mah.   (was 360 2S 

and 250 3S)
• Minimum wing loading reduced to 6 oz/sqft.   (was 8 oz/sqft)
• Minimum wing area 180 sq in introduced.  (was no 

minimum)
• Maximum for rounds increased to 14 minutes.  (was 12 

minutes)

Rationale: Batteries reduce in size so lowering the still air 
duration. 
Battery energy to weight relationship is established via wing 
loading and new minimum wing area limit. 
Round targets will be well above expected still air performance 
providing considerable challenge in each round. Fewer Maxes 
will result reducing the need and time taken for fly offs but it is 
accepted that on exceptional days some flyoffs may still be 
needed. On average though overall time to complete contests 
will be shorter

2. Vintage and Classical E Texaco
• Rounds reduced to 2. (was 3 rounds)
• Maximum for rounds increased to 18 minutes. (Was 10 

minutes)

Rationale: Battery energy is already tied to model weight by 
wing loading and area for this class. 
Round targets will be well above expected still air performance 
providing considerable challenge in each round. Fewer maxes 
will result reducing the need and time taken for flyoffs but it is 
accepted that on exceptional days some flyoffs may still be 
needed. On average though, overall time to complete contests 
will be shorter.

3. Vintage E Rubber Texaco
• Rounds and fly-off dropped and replaced by 2 unlimited 

flights, both counting. (was 3 rounds at 10 minutes plus 
unlimited flyoff)

Rationale: We have really lost the controls for this class. 
Existing rubber models have become quite small and very 
lightly loaded. Under existing rules the battery energy is giving 
very long still air times. Suitable batteries are not readily 
available of small enough capacity to reduce significantly the 
energy available to these smaller models. The solution arrived 
at accepts the situation and offers unlimited flights. It’s accepted 
that in good conditions flights could be very long….times 2. This 
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will be one of the most challenging classes for those who are up 
for it. Fun though if flier and timer have the time to spare!

4. Vintage age bonus and penalty for over flying the round 
time limit.

• Age bonus and penalty are deleted.

Rationale: deletion of age bonus may encourage new designs 
to be built adding to diversity. Age bonus has little effect on the 
overall score in these events but can provide separation in 
results when flight time is maxed and the landing are missed.
The over time penalty serves little purpose and is quite harsh 
(Zero score).

Remit for Rules change
Proposed Electric Texaco rule text with changed Text in . Red
(Thanks go to Wayne Cartwright for much of the work on this)

5.4  RC Vintage 1/2E Texaco
5.4.1 Eligible models are from the Vintage period (see Rule 

2.1.2).  They are Power Model free flight designs and 
IC-powered designs originally intended for R without 
aileron control.

5.4.2 All Radio Control General Rules (see Section 2) apply, 
except 2.1.6.

5.4.3 Maximum wing area is 310 sq in and minimum wing 
area is 180 sq in.

5.4.4 Minimum wing loading is 6 oz/sq ft.
5.4.5 Drive battery chemistry is LiPo.
5.4.6 The drive battery has maximum manufacturer’s rated 

battery capacity of either  mah if 2 cells are in series 180
(2S), or  mah if 3 cells are in series (3S).125

5.4.7 The motor may be stopped and started in flight and its 
speed may be adjusted.

5.4.8    Age bonus does not apply.
5.4.9    Landing bonus applies (see Rule 2.3.5).
5.4.10 Score is the aggregate of 2 flights, each scored as one 

point per second up to  maximum flight time, with 840
landing bonus added up to a maximum of .    860

5.4.11 If scores are tied, fly-off has no maximum and landing 
bonus applies. (See Rule 2.3.10 for NDC fly-offs.)

5.5  RC Vintage E Texaco
5.5.1 Eligible models are from the Vintage period (see Rule 

2.1.2).  They are Power  Model free flight designs and 
IC-powered designs originally intended for RC without 
aileron control.

5.5.2 All Radio Control General Rules (see Section 2) apply.
5.5.3 Minimum wing area is 300 sq in.  
5.5.4 Drive battery chemistry is one of LiPo, LiFePo, and 

NiMH.
5.5.5 Maximum manufacturer’s rated battery capacity for the 

drive battery is:
 for LiPo cells:          1.8 x WA/S  mah
 for LiFePo cells:      2.1 x WA/S  mah  
 for NiMH cells:          5.5 x WA/S  mah
 where WA is wing area in sq in and S is number of cells 

connected in series.
5.5.6 The motor may be stopped and started in flight and its 

speed may be adjusted.
5.5.7    Age bonus does not apply.
5.5.8    Landing bonus applies (see Rule 2.3.5)
5.5.9 Score is aggregate of  flights, each scored as one point 2

per second up to  maximum flight time, with 1080
landing bonus added up to a maximum of .  1100

5.5.10 If scores are tied, fly-off has no maximum and landing 
bonus applies. (See Rule 2.3.10 for NDC fly-offs.)

5.6  RC Vintage E Rubber Texaco
5.6.1 Eligible models are from the Vintage period (see Rule 

2.1.2).  They are Rubber Model free flight designs (see 
Rule 2.1.1).

5.6.2 Radio Control General Rules (see Section 2) apply, 
except Rules 2.1.6 and 2.1.10 which do not apply.

5.6.3 There is no minimum wing loading.
5.6.4 Propeller design is at the discretion of the contestant. 

Propellers have either one or two blades and may fold, 
freewheel, or remain fixed when the motor is stopped.

5.6.5 Drive battery chemistry is one of LiPo, LiFePo, and 
NiMH.

5.6.6 Maximum manufacturer’s rated battery capacity for the 
drive battery is:

 for LiPo cells:          1.8 x WA/S  mah
 for LiFePo cells:      2.1 x WA/S  mah  
 for NiMH cells:          5.5 x WA/S  mah
 where WA is wing area in sq in and S is number of cells 

connected in series.
5.6.7 The motor may be stopped and started in flight and its 

speed may be adjusted.
5.6.8    Age bonus does not apply.
5.6.9    Landing bonus applies (see Rule 2.3.5).
5.6.10 Score is the aggregate of  flights, each scored as one 2

point per second   flight time, with landing for an unlimited
bonus added.  

5.6.11 If scores are tied, .that is the result

5.7  RC Classical 1/2E Texaco
 5.7.1 Eligible models are from the Classical period (see Rule 

2.1.2).  They are Power Model free flight designs and 
IC-powered designs originally intended for RC without 
aileron control.

5.7.2 All Radio Control General Rules (see Section 2) apply, 
except 2.1.6.

5.7.3 Maximum wing area is 310 sq in and minimum wing 
area is 180 sq in.

5.7.4    Minimum wing loading is 6 oz/sq ft
5.7.5 Drive battery chemistry is LiPo.
5.7.6 The drive battery has maximum manufacturer’s rated 

battery capacity is either  mah if 2 cells are in series 180
(2S), or  mah if 3 cells are in series (3S).125

5.7.7 The motor may be stopped and started in flight and its 
speed may be adjusted.

5.7.8    Age bonus does not apply.
5.7.9    Landing bonus does not apply.
5.7.10   Model is required to land within the boundaries of a field 

defined by the CD.  
5.7.11 Score is aggregate of 2 flights, each scored as one point 

per second up to  maximum flight time.  840
5.7.11 If scores are tied, fly-off has no maximum. (See Rule 

2.3.10 for NDC fly-offs.)

5.8  RC Classical E Texaco
5.8.1 Eligible models are from the Classical period (see Rule 

2.1.2).  They are Power Model free flight designs and 
IC-powered designs originally intended for RC without 
aileron control.

5.8.2 All Radio Control General Rules (see Section 2) apply.
5.8.3 Minimum wing area is 300 sq in.  
5.8.4 Drive battery chemistry is one of LiPo, LiFePo & NiMH.
5.8.5 Maximum manufacturer’s rated battery capacity for the 

drive battery is:
 for LiPo cells:          1.8 x WA/S  mah
 for LiFePo cells:      2.1 x WA/S  mah  
 for NiMH cells:          5.5 x WA/S  mah
 where  WA is wing area in sq in and S is number of cells 

connected in series.
5.8.6 The motor may be stopped and started in flight and its 

speed may be adjusted.
5.8.7    Age bonus does not apply.
5.8.8    Landing bonus does not apply.
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5.8.9    Model is required to land within the boundaries of a field 
defined by the CD.  

5.8.10 Score is aggregate of  flights, each scored as one 2
point per second up to  maximum flight time. 1080

5.8.11 If scores are tied, fly-off has no maximum. (See Rule 
2.3.10 for NDC fly-offs.)

 
Voting
Please think about these changes and vote....either for or 
against. Do nothing and you will get what you get. 75% in favour 
is required to get them adopted permanently. 

To be valid, your vote must be posted or emailed to the MFNZ 
Secretary within 2 months of date of publication of this 
MFW.

Please send to 
Jonathan Shorer, 21 Emma Drive, RD31, Levin 5573 or Email 
secretary@modelflyingnz.org

Voting Form  (place an X in the box to the right of your preferred 
voting statement to record your vote and complete the personal 
details block))
 

Vintage Flying in New Plymouth
Allan Knox
In my email box recently there was a note with pictures from 
Alec Fuller about Vintage flying in his area. It seems this was the 
first time that a Vintage Competition has been organised and 
run at the New Plymouth Model Aero Clubs RC site at 
Ferndene. Hopefully the first of many.

They flew a Precision Contest in marginal conditions. Alan 
Lawrence posted 3 maxes for a fine score of 600.

 

Left to right: Steve Blackman (Cloudbuster), Dave Thornley (Satellite), 
Allan Lawrence (Stardust Special) and Alec Fuller CD.

JR Airsail RC Vintage and Classical Contest and 
Rally 20 – 21 October 2018

Cd’s Report
Another beautiful weekend with lots of blue sky and of course 
more wind. It was a duplicate of the Tuakau event the previous 
month with the wind coming up by lunch time and it was pretty 
much game over for those wanting to achieve top results. This 
time the Airsail wind monitoring system did hit a high with a gust 

5.4  RC Vintage 1/2E Texaco   for Remit    against Remit

5.5  RC Vintage E Texaco    for Remit    against Remit

5.6  RC Vintage E Rubber Texaco  for Remit    against Remit

5.7  RC Classical 1/2E Texaco   for Remit    against Remit

5.8  RC Classical E Texaco    for Remit    against Remit

Name

Membership Number

Email address

Phone Number

of around 35 kph but the norm for the day was between 15 & 30.

It was good to see Gordon Meads from the Hamilton club back 
in action with both his Lanzo RC 1 in Precision and Playboy Snr 
in the IC Duration events. Other than that it was the same 
familiar faces trying to outdo each other once again.

Those of course that managed the high scores for the day were 
lucky enough to get their flights in early.

A few people trialed the proposed rules. A mixed bag of results 
not surprising with only John Butcher confirming a maximum 
flight in Vintage ½ E Texaco with his Kea. A beautiful little plane 
that got a thorough work out over the weekend and handled the 
conditions very well. Other than John no one else got close to a 
maximum. 

Thank you once again to John and Sharon Danks for allowing 
us to fly at their field and of course where would we be without 
an excellent BBQ lunch.

Dave Crook with Classical ½ E Texaco Jumpin 
Bean
Tony Gribble with his E Rubber Smith Mulvihill        
David Squires and Tomboy. Excellent for ½ E 
Texaco, Sports Cabin Texaco and of course 
Tomboy events
John Butcher’s Kea, an Angus MacDonald 
design that flew beautifully in the windy 
conditions on a 2S 180 Mah Battery.

Akron

Casano Stick

Stratometer

Answers to last MFNZ Vintage Quiz
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President:
Kevin Botherway (Hawkes Bay) – 0275570470
Secretary/Treasurer
David James (PN) – 06 3543452, 0272447782
Committee:
Aneil Patel (Auckland), Dave Griffin (Christchurch), Joe Wurts 
(Hawkes Bay), John Shaw (Timaru) & Allan Knox (Wellington)
Soaring SIG email:  
nzsoaringtc@hotmail.com
News & info at:      .......................................................................
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/soaring.html
Facebook; 
NZ Soaring SIG
Postal address: 
41 Chippendale Crescent, Palmerston North. 4412
 

Upcoming events.
Nov  NDC Event #98: F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total 

raw scores)
Nov  NDC Event #99: ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 

3.13.7)
Nov  NDC Event #100: Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
Nov 23-26 Aerotow - Galatea

NZ Soarchamps
The NZ Soarchamps was held in Hawkes Bay from 1st - 4th 
November 2018.

A great weekend had by all. See a write-up elsewhere in this 
MFW

71st National Champs
This year the National champs are back in Matamata from 3rd - 
7th January 2019.

This Nats starts with ALES 200 (Class N) on the 3rd starting 
8:30am thru until 12:00pm where Premier Duration (Class C) 
starts after the lunch break at  1:00 p.m.

F3J Pilot line up

Day two will be FAI F3J starting 8:30am followed by FAI F3B 
scheduled to start a little earlier on day three the 5th Jan at 
8:00am.

Sunday the 6th is our electric soaring day with F5J from 8:30am 
and ALES Radian beginning at 2:00pm.

The final day sees the popular FAI F3K event scheduled for a 
8.30am start.

See you at the nats.

Remits
NZMAA FLYING RULES
Section 5: Soaring

REMIT 1:  
Add F5J to the Preface page for clarifying NDC rules for scoring 
- SOAR-SIG

F5J
a)  All references to national teams, team managers etc. do 

not apply
 National Decentralised Contest Format (NDC) 
b)  A NDC contest will comprise 4 rounds.
c)  Contest rules as per FAI Section 4 – Aeromodelling 

Volume F5 Radio Control Electric Powered Model Aircraft
d)  Disregard 5.5.11.12.m and score the sum of the Raw 

Scores from the four rounds.
e)  A 10:00 minute working time to start and stop the round 

must be strictly enforced to. 
f)  Scoring as per 5.5.11.12. - Flight time max is 10min (600 

points) less recorded start height points as per 5.5.11.12.e 
plus landing max of 50 as per 5.5.11.12.h. Note rules for 
overtime penalties. No points if outside the 15m circle
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Proposed Rule Addition:
“that the FAI RC Scale Class “F4H” be added as an event to be 
run by the Scale SIG.”

We are trying to align ourselves with other countries to provide a 
pathway for those who may wish to compete at a world 
championship. This class is currently run at the world 
championships and caters for modelers more interested in 
flying than spending many, many years scratch building a 
model. 

You do not have to be the builder of the model, but you must 
have covered (or recovered) and painted it. 

In F4H, the static and flying points are normalized to 500 vs 
1000 respectively. F4C is 1000 to 1000 static vs flying.

This class also has the potential to resurrect the Trans-Tasman 
event as it will enable us to organize and select a full team for 
this.

We will run an email vote on this issue after the Nationals. 

SIG
RC SCALE

If you are not currently receiving our emails regarding our scale 
activities and wish to be included, please contact me on 
avenellsnz@gmail.com and I will add you to our list.

Nationals:
The Nationals are on at Waharoa this (next) year from the 3rd – 
7th January. Again, we would like to get an indication of those 
intending to enter RC Scale and in what class. There is every 
indication that we will need to run two flight lines to get through 
our programme. This won’t be an issue for most people, those 
who are a bit apprehensive, remember that you probably fly 
with 3-4 models at any one time in a normal club day. 

We will be needing to organize judges before the event, please 
step forward to help us get through this busy day. Failing that I 
will be “volunteering” people before the event. It’s much nicer to 
volunteer early!!

Please contact me on avenellsnz@gmail.com if you can help.
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The concept for selection is that we take the best 
performances from 2019 Nats to 2020 Nats inclusive. 
Therefore the events listed are declared as trials.

Additional events can be added to these as long as they are 
registered with Kevin Barnes @ K.Barnes@xtra.co.nz, and 
they are published in the Fliers world three months before 
the event. Expressions of interest are not needed with the 
exception of potential F2D members.

F2A Speed
The best two flights from any of the following official events
• Nats 2019
• Waikato Champs Feb 2019
• Easter Champs 2019
• Australian National April 2019
• Labour Weekend Champs 2019
• Nats 2020

F2C Teamrace
The best two flights (heats only) from any of the following official 
events
• Nats 2019
• Waikato Champs Feb 2019
• Easter Champs 2019
• Australian National April 2019
• Labour Weekend Champs 2019
• Nats 2020

Teams may be changed with consultation with the Control-line Sig. 
it is expected that at least one team member and the equipment 
would be constant. If there is any doubt teams that have not 
changed through the trials will have precedence.

F2B Aerobatics
The best two event results – normalised from 1000 of the winner. In 
event of tie next best event(s) will be included.
• Nats 2019
• All North Island series events in 2019 including
 Waikato Champs 9 Feb 2019
 Whangarei 9 March 2019
 New Plymouth Easter Champs 20 April 2019
 Rotorua 18 May 2019
• Australian National April 2019
• North Island series events for 
 next season before the 2020 Nats 
 (dates to be determined)
• Nats 2020

F2D Combat
Due to the lack of open F2D events this will be considered on an 
“expressions of interest basis”.
All expressions of interest are to be sent to K.Barnes@xtra.co.nz 
by end of April 2019. Depending on expressions of interest we will 
decide on the trial events.

Kevin Barnes
World Champs Co-ordinator for 
Control-Line SIG

Minimum 
standard to be 

achieved 
258kph

Minimum 
standard to be 

achieved 950 points 
regularly achieved 

(3 plus times)

 
Minimum 

standard to be 
achieved 3.30 for a 
heat (with two heats 

being proven)

control line
SIG

2018/19 Committee:
David  Thornley  - Chair and Nationals co-ordinator
Kevin Barnes  -Treasurer and World Champs co-ordinator
Daniel Munro  - Secretary & South Island representative
Bryce Gibson  - Combat event co-ordinator
Andrew Robinson   - Team Race representative
Danny  Walker - Upper NI SIG representative

Ex committee
Adrian Hamilton  - NI Stunt Series Co-ordinator

Wings over Wairarapa 22, 23, 24 February 2019
As noted in September, the CL SIG has been invited to put on a 
flying display during the show days. This now includes combat 
AND stunt and is primarily intended for the Saturday morning 
between 10am & 2pm and then at intervals during the other 
days. A mown, fenced off area will be provided for flying. 
Participants will get passes into the airshow AND limited cash 
towards expenses. If you check out the WOW website you will 
see what a great opportunity this is (a night show is included 
this year), all in return for some demo CL flying which is 
enjoyable in itself. Depending upon the response we will need 
to create a schedule for flying and agree final details with the 
organisers. I need definite expressions of interest by the end of 
the year in order to finalise details. 

Remits to Allow Spectra Type Control Lines
Proposed by: Gerald Wimmer.  AFFC  fly.kakanui@gmail.com  
09 420 4429
(Remits written by D. Thornley)

Introduction
The use of CL material other than steel is currently prohibited 
for CL flying in NZ.

Braided fishing line, known as "gel spun ultra high molecular 
weight polyethylene" e.g. brands such as Spectra or Dyneema 
is a modern alterative to steel and have tensile properties equal 
to conventional steel lines with less stretch.  For CL use they 
also have other advantages such as increased resistance to 
kinking and fatigue, lighter weight, ready availability, higher 
visibility and easier terminations.

The following remits propose the adoption of this material for 
CL flying in general sport, aerobatics, slow combat and scale.

More information and discussion on the material, terminations 
and its use in other countries can be found on the CL SIG 
section of the MFNZ web site. There is also a link to a 
discussion on the USA Stunthanger forum.

Remit 1
That Rule 2.4 of the CODE OF PRACTICE FOR THE SAFE 
OPERATION OF CONTROL LINE MODEL AIRCRAFT as 
follows: 
2.4 For all competition classes, lines shall be of made of steel or 
stainless steel. Other types of line such as Terylene, Polyester, 
Kevlar or monofilament Nylon (fishing line) are not permitted.

Is modified to read:
2.4 For all competition classes, lines shall be made of steel or 
stainless steel. Other types of line such as Terylene, Polyester, 

David Thornley
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NPMAC Labour Weekend CL
The weekend was blessed with almost perfect flying conditions. 
The CL site looked pristine and the NISS got off to a great start 
on the Saturday. A new class B TR record was established over 
the weekend by Robert Boulton/Glen Lewis who smashed the 
existing long standing record by a whopping seven seconds. 

This year, the club also had indoor flying on the Friday (at the 
enormous TSB stadium) and RC vintage on the Sunday. For 
me, these extra events made the trip down much more 
worthwhile. 

 

Kevlar or monofilament Nylon (fishing line) are not permitted. 
Lines made of braided construction "ultra high molecular weight 
polyethylene" material e.g. Spectra or Dyneema are permitted, 
as allowed by individual class rules.

Remit 2
That Rule 1.3 of the NZMAA Flying Rules: Section 3: Control 
Line as follows:
1.3 CONTROL LINES All lines which control the flight of the 
model must be of steel, free of corrosion, kinks or weaknesses. 
No cord or string connections may be used as part of the control 
lines or in their attachment to the control handle.

Is modified to read:
1.3 CONTROL LINES All lines which control the flight of the 
model must be of steel, free of corrosion, kinks or weaknesses. 
No cord or string connections may be used as part of the control 
lines or in their attachment to the control handle. Lines made of 
braided construction "ultra high molecular weight polyethylene" 
material e.g. Spectra or Dyneema are permitted, as allowed by 
individual class rules. 

Remit 3
CONTROL LINE AEROBATICS
That Rule 3. of the NZMAA Flying Rules: Section 3: Control 
Line Sportsman Aerobatics is modified to include a new 
statement:

 3. Control Line Aerobatics
F2B, Sportsman and Classic Stunt, flown in New Zealand may 
use lines made of braided construction "ultra high molecular 
weight polyethylene" material e.g. Spectra or Dyneema.

And rule 3.3b as follows:
3.3b) minimum line diameter: 0.3 mm (with a tolerance of minus 
0.011 mm)

Is modified to read:
3.3b) For steel lines only; minimum line diameter: 0.3 mm (with 
a tolerance of minus 0.011 mm)

Remit 4
That SPECIFICATIONS rule 7.2d) of the NZMAA Flying 
Rules: Section 3: CONTROL LINE SLOW COMBAT RULES 
as follows:
7.2d)  Lines:  15.92 m (no diameter restriction). Pull test equal 
to 20 times the model weight before every bout

Is modified to read:
7.2 d) Lines: steel or ultra high molecular weight polyethylene 
type, 15.92 m length (no diameter restriction). Pull test equal to 
20 times the model weight before every bout. 

CL SIG Voting Form
To be valid, this form is to be emailed, or posted to the SIG secretary 
by the date specified, with all fields completed.

SIG Secretary:  
Daniel Munro, 
SSIRep@modelflyingnz.org
11 Devon Street, Gore 9710.

Remit No 1:    Rule 2.4 C.O.P. for Safe Flying 
Remit No 2:   Rule 1.3 of the NZMAA Flying Rules: Section 3: 

Control Line
Remit No 3:   Control Line Aerobatics
Remit No 4:  Rule 7.2d) of the NZMAA Flying Rules: Section 

3: CONTROL LINE SLOW COMBAT

Date published in MFW:  December 2018 (estimated)
Voting deadline:   Feb 28, 2019

Remit No 1 I vote for the remit        I vote against the remit

Remit No 2 I vote for the remit        I vote against the remit

Remit No 3 I vote for the remit        I vote against the remit

Remit No 4 I vote for the remit        I vote against the remit

Name: 

MFW membership number: 

Residential address: 

Email address: 

Telephone number: 

whywhy not give the 
Nats a go
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The Nationals are approaching fast and work behind the 
scenes is underway for preparation. I have had a couple of 
replies for my request for people to run events but we could do 
with a couple more people, so please contact me on 
0274344027 if you can help run a morning. Please remember 
to return all trophies to the Nationals.

Toilets on site have been a major discussion point lately and 
with the unavailability of the Porta Loo Rex Bain has been able 
to arrange in the past the Sig has recently purchased a Porta 
Potti, Shower Tent and Chemical for on field use at events 
including the Nats Proctor Road site. As far as as we 
understand the previous Porta Loo was hardly used but 
obviously if you need to go Now!  then something is there.

The Ffonz Facebook Page has been tremendously useful for 
NZ Free Flight news and information so if you are not signed up 
to it please sign up and support it. Send your photos, reports in 
and let everyone know what ff activities have been happening. 
Photos and News for MFW is also important so a repeated 
request for photos and news to go in the magazine. Please!!!

I was hoping to have a writeup for this magazine of the recent 
Waikato Free Flight Champs that was well organised and run 
by Bernard Scott. Bernard had tried several times to run this 
event but with clashes of other events and bad weather it had 
been postponed several times. Finally the day came in October 
and it was a great day to get out and fly which I think a lot of 
people had been waiting for for such a long time.
Bernard will be doing a writeup in Avanz News which is another 
good media to see what is happening around NZ

A lot of discussion has been held on criteria for competing in the 
Indoor World F1D Championships and the SIG is working on a 
Formal Criteria which is hoped to be presented at the NATS 
AGM on 7th January 2019 for final approval.

Calling For expressions of interest for the 2020 Indoor F1D 
World Championships!

Would those people interested in competing for the above 
email Graham Lovejoy at  grahamlovejoy12@gmail.com  

At the FF SIG AGM discussion about various items are raised 
so anything for the Agenda, please contact the SIG in advance 
and please support the meeting. Having enough people for a 
Quorum is an issue. The Nats Program will be one item to 
discuss.

Rob Wallace

NEW ZEALAND 2019 NORTH ISLAND
FREE FLIGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS

Rayner’s Farm, Carterton
5th - 7th April

Friday 5th April   8.00am to 4.00pm
Open Rubber, Open Power, Simple Open Glider (straight tow)      

3 x 180 sec
Vintage Duration Combined               3 x 180 sec                                   
E36                     3 x 120 sec

Saturday  6th April   8.00am to 4.00pm
Kiwi Power               3 x 120 sec
Nostalgia Duration Combined  3 x 180 sec
P30     3 x 120 sec

Sunday  7th April   8.00am to 2.00pm
Combined Catapult / HLG / TLG            6 x 60 sec                    
Mini Combined (Coupe, 1/2A Power, A/1) 3 x 120 sec                            
Classic Duration Combined            3 x 180 sec
Vintage Precision Combined            3 x 90 sec 

Entry Fee $10 per day 
fly as many events as you want

Awards.  An on-field prize giving will be held each day 15 minutes 
after contest finish. Hand written certificates and awards for first 
place (3 or more entries) will be distributed. Laser printed 
certificate duplicates may be obtained by handing or sending the 
organiser a stamped, self-addressed, A5 envelope. ( for return of 
the certificate) 

Note re d/t fuses. Fuses will be banned if a general fire ban is in 
existence or the farmer stipulates. Check each day with control to 
ascertain the status of fuses.

NZMAA membership will be required for all competitors and 
casual fliers. Present your membership card if requested to do so. 
( does not apply to any overseas visitors)

For more information contact Paul Squires ph. 021 029 94110 or 
pwsquires@hotmail.com 

Contact:
Paul Squires 021 029 94110      
pwsquires@hotmail.com

December 1st         
Wind/Rain date 2nd December

 

2018
CENTRAL AREA 
FREE FLIGHT 
TRIALS  

VENUE FOR ALL CENTRAL AREA DATES ABOVE: 
RAYNER'S FARM, GLADSTONE RD, CARTERTON 

approx. 0800 start 
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Email mfnz.recordingofficer@gmail.com

FROM THE RECORDING OFFICER
Allan Knox, 12 Halladale Rd, Papakowhai, Porirua, 5014. allan.j.knox@gmail.com. 021 747 950

NDC
REPORT

 Place 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
1 Flier 2pts                  
2 Fliers 3pts 2pts                
3 Fliers 4pts 3pts 2pts              
4 Fliers 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts            
5 Fliers 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts          
6 Fliers 7pts 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts        
7 Fliers 8pts 7pts 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts      
8 Fliers 9pts 8pts 7pts 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts    
9 Fliers 10pts 9pts 8pts 7pts 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts  
10 Fliers 12pts 10pts 9pts 8pts 7pts 6pts 5pts 4pts 3pts 2pts

Thank you to those of you who took the time to vote on the new scoring 
method for NDC. I believe the vote was nearly unanimously in favour so 
your scoring matrix looks like this for those of you who may wish to figure 
out how you are going this year. 

The results in the last couple of months show Catapult Glider and ALES 
Radian Class P have been the most popular events. Both are very 
accessible. Radians have been cheap and ideal for the class with the 
addition of an ALES Switch. Similarly Cat Gliders are quick and easy and 
the catapult ensures that even the old and frail (like me) can launch to a 
respectable height.

If you want a Radian Rex Ashwell tells me you should buy it now while there 
is some stock still around. It seems they are set to more than double in 
price and come with built in lights whatever they are for. Rex also does a 
great job of keeping Marlborough Associated Modelers (MAMS) well with 
strong fields in all the Electric Sailplane classes. They do well too.

Remember there are some other options for Radian 
P as well. Any foam glider of 2 meter span can be 
used. I made one up from a cheap Sonic with some 
tip extensions to bring it up to 2 meter and some 
carbon reinforcement. It also had the elevator servo 
moved to the tail and the nose shortened by 25mm to 
help the balance. Sonic has similar loading to the 
Radian but moves faster with a thinner wing giving it 
some legs in the wind. It also comes down a bit faster 
too unfortunately. 
 

Vintage NDC flying at Levin. Left to Right: Owen Stuart, Trevor Glogau, Jonathan Shorer, Allan Knox, Helen and 
Warner Summerton, Byan Treloar and Bob McGrath. Models are Playboy, Cloud Cruiser, Lancer, Falcon, and 
Lanzo Bombers and an Airborne. 

Vintage has proved to be popular too. The NDC 
vintage events have formed the basis for a regular 
monthly get together at the Levin Club. Modellers 
from as far away as Hawkes Bay have come over to 

play but more commonly it is 
Levin, Wellington, Kapiti and 
Ashhurst with Palmerston 
coming along sometimes. 
These days have been fun 
and friendly with everyone 
gathering around Jonathan 
Shorer and the BBQ for lunch. 
October’s gathering was to fly 
NDC Vintage Open Texaco 
with some spectacular scores 
in the perfect conditions. 4 out 
of 5 fliers went on to max out 
and then flyoff. Bryan Treloar 
won with his specialist Lanzo 
Airborne fitted with a super 
efficient OS61 converted to 
spark and petrol. Bryan’s 27 
min 51 seconds flyoff gave 
him and event total of 3543 
points which must be the 
highest ever  recorded for this 
popular class. Well done 
Bryan.
 
Robert Bolton and Glen Lewis 
have been breaking control 
l ine records again. Just 
confirmed is Class B Team 
Race Heat time of 3 minutes 
and 21.32 seconds set at the 
New Plymouth Spring Control 
Line Champs. This breaks a 
record set way back in 1983 
by one B Howser.  Well done 
guys

whywhy
not give it a goNDC

Reworked Sonic 
for ALES Radian
Class P
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Email mfnz.recordingofficer@gmail.com

FROM THE RECORDING OFFICER
Allan Knox, 12 Halladale Rd, Papakowhai, Porirua, 5014. allan.j.knox@gmail.com. 021 747 950

NDC
RESULTS

7 Keith Elliott 56  1983
8 Carl McMillan 22   1948
9 Phil Sparrow 22   822
10 Peter Smith 22  1800
11 Trev Faulkner 22  1663
   
"92 ALES Radian Class P"  
1 Phil Elvy 22  1382
2 Rex Ashwell 22  1360
3 Garry Morgan 22  1315
4 Carl McMillan 22  1289
5 Bruce McKay 30  1273
6 Trev Faulkner 22  1219
7 Phil Sparrow 22  1198
8 Brian Mogford 22  1160
9 Allan Knox 56  1095
10 Keith Elliott 56  962
11 Peter Smith 22  959
12 Len Ruby 30   933
13 Peter Vining 30  889
14 Bruce Woodfield 30  849
15 Greg Findon 30  704
   
"94 ALES 123 Class N"  
1 Allan Knox 56  1138
2 Peter Gassey 56  1129
3 Garry Morgan 22  1113
   
"95 ALES Radian Class P"  
1= Rex Ashwell 22  1364
1= Allan Knox 56  1364
3 Brian Mogford 22  1311
4 Carl McMillan 22  1247
5 Phil Elvy 22  1165
6 Barry Hall 56  1147
7 Trevor Glogau 56  1067
8 Ian Hill 056  726
   
"96 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total raw 
scores)"  
1 Clifton King 56  1688
2 Peter Glassey 56  1685
3 Allan Knox 56  1544
4 Gavin Rhodes 56  1403

 Vintage Results up to 8 Oct 2018  

"138 RC Vintage IC Duration"  
1 Allan Knox 56  1177
2 Warner Summerton 78  760
3 Stew Cox 56  758
4 Bryan Treloar 79  756
5 Barrie Russell 18  572
6 Terry Beaumont 78  441
   
"139 RC Vintage E Texaco"  
1 Barrie Russell 18  2805
2 Stan Nicholas 18  2528
3 Allan Knox 56  1836
   
"140 RC Classical E Duration"  
1 Barrie Russell 18  940
   
"141 RC Vintage Precision"  
1 Bryan Treloar 79  799
2 Alan Sissons 21  597
3 Allan Knox 56  587
4 Stew Cox 56  585
5 Greg Findon 30  582
6 Bruce Woodfield 30  582

7 Warner Summerton 78  578
8 Stu Hubbard 79  540
   
"142 FF Nostalgia 1/2A/Min Replica"  
1 Lynn Rodway 9  222
2 Rex Bain 15  120
   
"144 RC Vintage 1/2A Texaco"  
1 Allan Knox 56  3333
2 Lynn Rodway 9  1420
3 Gary  Burrows 9  1334
4 Stuart Grant 9  1181
5 John Beresford 9  919
   
"145 RC Vintage A Texaco"  
1 Allan Knox 56  2925
2 Stuart Grant 9  1860
3 Bryan Treloar 79  1852
4 Warner Summerton 78  722

    Free Flight Results up to 8 Oct 2018 

48” Catapult Launched Glider"  
1 Paul Squires 38  298
2 John Beresford 9  272
3 Graham Lovejoy 38  236
4 Allan Knox 56  233
5 Roy Gunner 9  226
6 Don Robinson 25  199
7 Stewart Morse 9  175
8 Alan Reed 25  164
9 Lynn Rodway 9  160
10 Stuart Grant 9  155
11 John Beresford 9  146
12 Gary  Burrows 9  144
13 Andrew Robinson 25  131
   
"49 Hand Launched Glider"  
1 Andrew Robinson 25  107
2 Rod Brown 25  93
3 Alan Reed 25  92
   
"51 Kennedy Precision"  
1 Stewart Morse 9  309
2 John Beresford 9  272
3 Roy Gunner 9  226
4 Lynn Rodway 9  192
   
"52 Open Tissue"  
1 Kay Long 9  641
2 Neville Robinson 9  309
3 Bill Long 9  180
   
"55 FAI F1D Indoor Rubber"  
1 Kay Long 9  945
2 Neville Robinson 9  331

 Soaring Results up to 08-10-2018  

"88 Thermal B (10 min)"  
1 Allan Knox 56   537
2 Barry Hall 56   270
   
"89 X5J Unlimited Class O"  
1 Garry Morgan 22  2336
2 Peter Deacon 22  2334
3 Allan Baker 22  2277
4 Phil Sparrow 22  2241
5 Trev Faulkner 22  2239
6 Rex Ashwell 22  2228
7 Keith Elliott 56  2225
8 Brian Mogford 22  2223
9 Carl McMillan 22  2217
10 Phil Elvy 22  2182
11 Barry Hall 56  2172
12 Stew Cox 56  2149
13 Allan Knox 56  1924
14 Peter Glassey 56  1535
   
"90 Thermal D (F500)"  
1 Allan Knox 56  1470

"91 ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 
3.13.7)"  
1 Phil Elvy 22  2462
2 Garry Morgan 22  2358
3 Allan Knox 56  2171
4 Allan Baker 22  2170
5 Rex Ashwell 22  2154
6 Brian Mogford 22  2052

Don’t forget you can post your 
results from club and regional events 
if they are for an event scheduled in 
the NDC Calendar for that month.

2018 Calendar

Free Flight
Nov 2018  62  A1 Glider      
Nov 2018  63  Coupe d'Hiver      
Nov 2018 64  1/2 A Power      
Nov 2018  65  Catapult Launched  

Glider 
Nov 2018 66  FF Hand Launch 

Glider    

Soaring
Nov 2018  98  F3K Tasks B,D,G,H 

only (total raw scores) 
Nov 2018  99  ALES 200 Class M 

(Scoring per 3.13.7) 
Nov 2018  100  Thermal H (2 Metre 

Glider)

Vintage
Nov 2018  151  Vintage FF Glider 

Duration 
Nov 2018  152  Classic FF Glider 

Duration 
Nov 2018  153  RC Vintage E Rubber 

Texaco 
Nov 2018  154 RC Vintage 1/2E 

Texaco 
Nov 2018  155  RC Classical IC 

Duration
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FOR SALE

WANTED
December                              2018

P51 MUSTANG (Dave Platt 1/5 Scale)
CLASSIC ORIGINAL FULL WOOD KIT 
Wing Span 81 " Wing 90% built, Fuse part built, 
Tailplane 90% built. A good project for 
someone who takes satisfaction from building a 
masterpiece, not just flying it.
Kit seems complete with Dave Platt Plans, 3-
view, scale flying spinner & backplate, scale 
props, scale wheels, moulded exhaust pipes, 
canopy, cowl, belly scoop, vaccum formed 
detail sheet.
RETRACTS ALREADY INSTALLED – 
Brand new Robarts. PLUS: Extra set of Dave 
Platt Retracts, with perhaps 1 or 2 pieces 
missing
Price:  $550

PILOTS HEADS + SHOULDERS
Small business (VERY) small business. 
Authentic Pilot Heads approx. 1/5 scale 
sculpted by Brian Borland. Original Moulds + a 
few castings (6 x Hard, 5 x Rubber) Perspex 
goggles & castings are separate, included in 
sale.

Daniel Borland Ph. 021 483 967
Email:  danielborland41@gmail.com

                                                                 

BILL HEMPLE - 30% PAWNEE NIB suit 
from 75 to 120cc motor, full accessory kit 
$2,100.00 for more details 

Ph 0274 788594 or Bill.Derenzy@xtra.co.nz 

                                                                 

PLAN & POSSIBLY BUILD MANUAL 
FOR A TOPFLITE  BEECHCRAFT 
BONANZA .1/5th scale 81 inch wingspan for 
60 to 120 size engine  .I Have the kit but no plan 
or build manual/info on it.

Allan Ward 027 274 1327 
mirajmusik@gmail.com

                                                                 

CONTROL LINE MOTORS I am looking 
for motors from a 20 through to 46 size.

Paul Clausen 0276243721. 

                                                                 

CESSNA 421 3 metre wingspan. Glass 
fuselage with built up flying surfaces. Robart 
retracts. Requires completion. Moulds can be 
included.  

Email: mike.brider@gmail.co.nz

ZENOAH G200PU  (X374320000) – (N.I.B.)  
$400.00

rdSIG SPACEWALKER KITSET 1/3  Scale 
(Kit No. RC-61) W/Span 104”, 1800sq in, 
l e n g t h  7 2 ” ,  w e i g h t  a p p r o x  2 0 l b s , 
Recommended Engines 1.5-2.4cu. in 2 stroke 
1.8 – 3.0 cu. In 4 stroke, 4 channel.   
$350.00 (Plus Freight)

Ian Palmer
021 130 8044 or 09 428 6994 Evenings

Organiser:
David Ackery 020 4133 8573      
david.ackery@xtra.co.nz2018

NORTHERN AREA 
FREE FLIGHT 
TRIALS  

Venue Proctor Road, Waikato 
(ie the Nats FF site)

All participants must register with the organiser by email at 
least 48 hours in advance (and preferably 2 weeks in 
advance), in case of cancelation or if changes are necessary 
due to weather, access or availability of the field.

 December 15th  (wind date 16th)

Start time is 0800 approximately, 
finish time 1300 approximately.

Team trials are for F1A, B, C as per the published trials rules. 
Trials scores will count towards the 2019 World Champs in the 
USA. Note there are no entry fees for the trials but there will be 
a “landing fee” for the use of the field, as set by the new Proctor 
Rd Co-ordinator Bryce Gibson.

Any and all other free flight models are 
welcome, come out and fly!

 

Contact:
Paul Squires 021 029 94110      
pwsquires@hotmail.com2019

CENTRAL AREA 
FREE FLIGHT 
TRIALS  

VENUE FOR ALL CENTRAL AREA DATES ABOVE: 
RAYNER'S FARM, GLADSTONE RD, CARTERTON 

approx. 0800 start 

February 2nd                  
wind/rain date 
February 3rd

March 2nd                            
wind/rain date

March 3rd

April 27th                            
wind/rain date

April 28th

May 11th                              
wind/rain date 

May 12th

June 8th                               
wind/rain date  

June 9th

Scores count for Ffonz FAI Trophies.
Please advise organiser the day before if 

attending.

July 13th                               
wind/rain date  

July 14th

August 10th                           
wind/rain date   
August 11th

September 14th                    
wind/rain date    

September 15th

October 26th                         
wind/rain date    
October 27th

November 9th                        
wind/rain date    

November 10th

December 7th                        
wind/rain date    
December  8th
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64. Airsail Model Aviation Club
John Danks
299 Native Road, Pukekawa.
RD1, TUAKAU 2696
09 233 4014  
airsailmac@airsail.co.nz

3. Ashburton M.A.C.
Brian Mitchell
29 Bridge Street, Netherby
ASHBURTON 7700
03 308 3207  
bk.mitch@xtra.co.nz

79. Ashhurst Model Fliers (Inc)
Robin Wallace 
31 La Lena Grove 
PALMERSTON NORTH 4410
06 354 0535  
natgas@xtra.co.nz 

48. Auckland Free Flight Club
Gerald Wimmer
2241 Kaipara Coast Highway, 
Kakanui R.D.4 
WARKWORTH 0984
09 420 4429  
fly.kakanui@gmail.com

4. Auckland M.A.C.(Inc)
Mike Fairgray
3 Kanohi Terrace, Mangere Bridge
AUCKLAND 2022 
09 636 8439  
amacsecretary@outlook.com

77. Aucklandsoar (Inc)
Ted Bealing
36 Ripon Crescent, Meadowbank 
AUCKLAND 1072
09 528 3720  ted@pl.net 

35. Blenheim Model Aero Club
Murray Herd
70A Redwood Street
BLENHEIM 7201
03 578 9199  mherdz@xtra.co.nz
http:/www.bmac.org.nz

49.Bush Fliers M.A.C.
Sandra Hall
06 354 5749 
sandrahallsmocking@gmail.com

8. Cambridge Model Aero Club
Wayne Cartwright
8 Mirbeck Avenue
CAMBRIDGE 3434
07 949 4072 or 022 153 4679
rwcartwright4@gmail.com

82. Central Districts Silent Flight
David James
41 Chippendale Crescent, Highbury 
PALMERSTON NORTH 4412
06 354 3452   jamesdj@slingshot.co.nz

2. Central Otago Model Fliers
David Burke
117 Centennial Avenue  
ALEXANDRA 
03 448 6919  avenue.motel@xtra.co.nz

9. Christchurch M.A.C. (Inc)
Ian Harvey
55A Lochee Road, Upper Riccarton
CHRISTCHURCH 8041 
03 348 8206  harveyi@plantwise.co.nz

10. Christchurch Radio Fliers Club Inc
Peter Hewson, 
307 Avonhead Rd,  Avonhead, 
CHRISTCHURCH 8042. 
03 358 4022  jillhewson@xtra.co.nz

11. Dunedin M.A.C. (Inc)
Tim Apspinall
1 Bayfield Rd, Andersons Bay
DUNEDIN 9013
027 278 1169  kiwikanfli@xtra.co.nz

12. Egmont Modellers Club
John Spence
14D Saxton Road
Upper Vogeltown
NEW PLYMOUTH 4310
06 753 9241   spencejs10@gmail.com

16. Far North R/C Fliers
Alan Walker
PO Box 233
PAIHIA
021 943 651 alanwalkerboi@gmail.com

38. Feilding Model Flying Circle
Des Richards
06 324 0007   desr2727@gmail.com

13. Gisborne Model Aeroplane Club
Phil Goodwin
29 Fisher Place, Lytton West
GISBORNE 
06 868 4706  pandrg@xtra.co.nz  

14. Gore Model Aero Club (Inc)
Peter Salmond
88 Croydon Siding Road, No 6 RD
GORE 
03 208 9609 or 027 208 9031
hokpines@actrix.gen.nz 

15. Hamilton Model Aero Club (Inc)
Alan Rowson 
18A Mahoe St, Melville
HAMILTON 3206
07 843 3889   alan48linda47@gmail.com

17. Hawera M.A.C. 
Peter Malcolm
456 Tempsky Road
RD 15 HAWERA 4675
Ph 06 272 6514  
peter.maureen@xtra.co.nz

71. Hibiscus Coast Radio Flyers
Henny Remkes
Box 468
Orewa
AUCKLAND 0946
027 441 1484
henny.remkes@gmail.com

36. Highbrook Aeromodellers Club Inc
Arjen Visser
PO Box 48180
Blockhouse Bay
AUCKLAND
021 443 298  info@ham.org.nz   

40. Invercargill Radio Fliers - Southland 
M.A.C.
Les Greer
38 Coronation Street, Strathern
INVERCARGILL 9812
03 216 8556  l-j@xtra.co.nz

19. Kaiapoi M.A.C. (Inc)
Mark Strawbridge
507 Pesters Road 
RD 5 RANGIORA 7475
027-704-5894  
mark.strawbridge@gmail.com
www.kmac.nz

96. Kaipara Flats Model Flyers
Mike Andrews
26 Rawhiti Place, Snells Beach
Warkworth
AUCKLAND 0920
09 425 6896  mike@mikeandrews.co.nz

95. Kaitaia Flyers
Peter Bieri
517 West Coast Road, RD 1 
AWANUI
021 047 6314   bieribeach@gmail.com

78. Kapiti Aeromodellers Club Inc
Paul Buckrell
021 422 633  paul.buckrell@gmail.com

20. Kerikeri Model Aero Club
Mike King
80 Riverview Road
KERIKERI 0230 
09 407 8959  mike_rosie@xtra.co.nz

21. Levin Model Aeroplane Club (Inc)
Jonathan Shorer
21 Emma Drive, RD 31
Waikawa Beach Rd LEVIN 5573
06 362 6313 
lmacinc@xtra.co.nz

27. Oamaru Power Model Aero Club (Inc)
Alexander Houston
248 Airedale Road
OAMARU 9492
027 327 4499 
alexander.w.houston@gmail.com27. 

Omarama Model Aircraft Club
Graham McLean
P.O. Box 219, Omarama
NORTH OTAGO 8950
Mcleang@xtra.co.nz

74. Open Skies Radio Flyers
Mat Wellington
Ph 06 278 1066  
mat_wellington@yahoo.co.nz

87. Opotiki M.A.C.
Fred Hassall
PO Box 121 
OPOTIKI 3162
07 312 3577  
nukubluepack@xtra.co.nz

30. Palmerston North Aeroneers (Inc)
Clive Martis 
48 Tennyson Avenue, Kelvin Grove
PALMERSTON NORTH 
06 357 8832 or 021 844 323
clive.martis.27@gmail.com

66. Palmerston RC Model Flying
Ron Sloan
6 Geelong Street
WAIKOUAITI 9510
03 465 7260 
rsloan@xtra.co.nz

31. Papakura Manukau Aeromodellers 
Club (Inc)
Ron Wilson
82 Kilkenny Drive, Howick
AUCKLAND 2016
09 274 3221 
ronw82@outlook.com  

54. Richard Pearse M.A.C.
Peter Harber
9 Gleniti Road
Gleniti
TIMARU 7910
021 140 2643  
wardharber@xtra.co.nz

34. RNZAF Base Auckland M.A.C.
Mark Corbett
41 West Harbour Drive, West Harbour
AUCKLAND
mark.corbett@nzdf.mil.nz

42. Rodney Model Aviation Club (Inc)
Hayden Purdy
8 Dorchester Place
OREWA 0931
09 427 5906
hayden@aurium.co.nz

37. Rotorua M.A.C. (Inc)
Bruce Simmons
07 348 7922  
mary@redhen.co.nz

80. Rural Flying Corps
Paul Lagon
11 Seddon Street
CHEVIOT
plagan@xtra.co.nz

84. SAM 1928
Martin Evans
1166A East Coast Road
RD 4  ALBANY 0794
Ph 09 473 4158  
Martin.evans@ihug.co.nz

62. South Canterbury M.A.C. (Inc)
c/-Graeme Dellow 
33 Harper Street, Parkside 
TIMARU 
027 684 5832  
gndellow@xtra.co.nz

22. Marlborough Associated Modellers Inc 
Carl McMillan
16 Avening Close
BLENHEIM 7201
03 578 0716  
carlmcmillan@ihug.co.nz

23. Matamata-Piako M.A.C. Inc
Graeme Giles
105 Beaumaris Boulevard, Bethlehem
TAURANGA 3110
07 5791126

69. McLeans Island Scale Flyers (Inc)
Richard Tier
PO Box 52322
KIRWEE 7543
03 352 0317  
tierrich@gmail.com

66. Mercury Bay Aero Club (Inc)
Tony Pilmer
49 Catherine Cres 
WHITIANGA 3510 
07 866 2825  
mbac@xtra.co.nz

72. Model Aviation Northland (Inc)
Andreas Gabler
13 Sierra Avenue, Kamo
WHANGAREI 0112
021 242 5099   
secretary@modelaviationnorthland.co.nz
www.modelaviationnorthland.co.nz

18. Model Flying Hawkes Bay (Inc)
Brett Robinson
4/209 McLeod Street, Camberley
HASTINGS 4120
06 876 4605 
brettrob@orcon.net.nz

24. Nelson Model Aero Club (Inc)
Andrew Reeve
22 Brook Street
NELSON 7010
022 671 7200 
nmacsecretary@outlook.com

25. New Plymouth M.A.C. (Inc)
Justin Whalley
28 Dorset Avenue
Westown
NEW PLYMOUTH 4310
06 751 1442  
noveandjustin10@gmail.com

91. New Zealand Jet Modellers 
Association (Inc.)
Roger Hutson
5 Hansard place, Bethlehem
TAURANGA 3110
07 579 2509   secretary@nzjma.com

29. NOCLASS  M.A.C.
Adrian Hamilton
9 Red Hill Road
PAPAKURA 2110
ashcustomworks@gmail.com

26. North Shore M.A.C. (Inc)
Linda Gedye
65 Jean MacKay Place
Dairy Flat, RD 4  AUCKLAND 0794
09 421 0213   
grantandlinda@xtra.co.nz

67. Northern Helicopter Modellers Club
Steve Nichols
PO Box 87, Albany Village
AUCKLAND 0755
09 415 9278  
snheli@xtra.co.nz

98. Northern Miniature Aerobatics Club
Tony Chadderton-Smith
154 Kohimarama Road, Kohimarama
AUCKLAND
021 027 3379
tony@titanenergy.co.nz
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39. South Otago M.A.C. (Inc)
Mrs Rose Langley
3 Cossens Street
BALCLUTHA 9230
03 418 4431 
graham.rose@langley.co.nz

94. Southern Lakes Model Fliers Club
Mike Barker
662 Ballantyne Road RD 2
WANAKA 9382
03 443 2800 or 020 402 01897
mike.f.barker@gmail.com

98. Springhill Aviation Club Inc
Tony Lloyd
11 Guy Road, RD 1
WARKWORTH
09 425 0446   
somerset11@clear.co.nz

41. Tamaki M.A.C.(Inc)
Stuart Goodare
PO Box 128513, Remuera
AUCKLAND
021 799 213 
stu.goodare@gmail.com

43. Taupo Model Fliers Inc
Alex Brodie
31A Korimako Road
TAUPO 2730
ana_brodie@xtra.co.nz

44. Tauranga M.A.C. (Inc)
Dave Marriott 
41 Acornia Close 
TAURANGA 3112 
07 544 4187 or 021 909 407   
taurangamodelfly@gmail.com
www.taurangamodelfly.nz

55. Wanganui Aero Modellers Club (Inc)
Brent Holt
87C Putiki Drive
Putiki
WANGANUI 4500
027 220 3846  
brent.holt@xtra.co.nz  

56. Wellington M.A.C. (Inc)
Phil Bolton
176B Katherine Mansfield Drive
RD 1, Upper Hutt 5371
04 527 3299 
secretary@wmac.org.nz  

57. Wellington Radio Flyers (Inc)
Mike Brider 
113 John Sims Drive, Johnsonville 
WELLINGTON 6037
04 478 9365 

7. West Coast Radio Flyers (SI)
John Browning
29 Kilgour Road
GREYMOUTH 7805
03 768 4962  
jdbrowning@xtra.co.nz

70. Western Bay Model Flyers Inc
Dave Evans
26 Mayor View Terrace 
WAIHI BEACH 3611
07 863 5987 
wbaymf@gmail.com

58. Western Districts M.A.C.
Keith Ryman
87 Colwill Road, Massey East
AUCKLAND 0614
09 832 4676  
keith.ryman@akzonobel.com

59. Whakatane Model Aircraft Club
Phillip Davies
33 Ohiwi Parade 
Ohope Beach
WHAKATANE 3121
021 305 223   
daviespj00@yahoo.com 

60.Whangarei M.A.C. (Inc)
Graham Main
P O Box 55 
MAUNGATAPERE 0152
09 434 7333 
gramain@xtra.co.nz   

61. Wigram Model Aero Club
Allan Woodley
147 Halswell Road
CHRISTCHURCH 8024
03 338 0462

76. The Whangarei Blue Goose Flying 
Group
John Tomson
09 437 3616 
johnotomson@gmail.com

50. Thames Blackfeet M.A.C.
Ian Palmer
42A/441 Whangaparaoa Road
Stanmore Bay
AUCKLAND 0932
09 428 6994 
blackfeetflyers@hotmail.co.nz

88. Tuakau Model Aero Club (Inc)
David Squires
17A Shannon Grove
PUKEKOHE 2120
Ph 09 238 5033   
dbsq17@gmail.com

93. Waimak Radio Flyers
Barry Lennox, 
52 Siena Place, 
KAIAPOI RD 2 7692 
(03) 310 6628

52. Waimate MAC
Greg Clarkson
21 Rhodes Street
Waimate 7924
027 836 0423   
gtec1963@gmail.com

53. Wairarapa M.A.C.
Ian Henderson
84 Upper Plain Road
Masterton 5810 
06 370 4693   
henderson@ihug.co.nz
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Leading Model & Hobby Specialists

72 Kent Street
P O Box 5165, Frankton

HAMILTON Tel (07) 847 5292

Late night Thursday, 
Open Saturday morning.
Extensive range of Kits,

Engines, Radio Control Systems,
Spares and accessories 

FULL BACK-UP SERVICE

FRANKTON MODEL SHOP

NORTHLAND

WAIKATO

AUCKLAND

AUCKLAND

10 John Street,
Whangarei.
Tel/Fax 09 438 8778

Darryl Applegate

Come in and browse!
9.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday.

9.30am to 2pm Saturday.

R/C planes, boats, cars, including accessories.
APC, Du-Bro, Futaba, HiTEC, Ming Yang, O.S.,
SAB, Spektrum, Sullivan.Great Planes, Airsail,

E-sky, Kyosho Tamiya and more
Cool Power oil and nitro, and ready mixed fuel.

Great range of die-cast cars & plastic kits.
Trains, slot cars, modeling & scenery supplies,

paints & glues, and much more. Bring the family! 
Gift vouchers available. Mail orders. Credit cards welcome.

Ask about our 10% discount for all NZMAA members!

onestopmodelhobby@xtra.co.nz

R/C Aircraft Specialists
PO BOX 218 WHANGAREI

Tel: 027 294 6918 or Fax 09 434 7402
Email atomichobbysupplies@xtra.co.nz

Mercury adhesives, Balsawood, APC Atomic
Fastenings, Tru-Turn, Hayes, Tettra MK, OS
Engines, YS Engines, HatoriAir Wild, TME,

Futaba, EZ, Krill Aircraft & more!

Importers and Distributors of quality Hobby Products

MODEL & HOBBY

ONE
STOP

At RC hobbies, we sell a range of 
helicopters, planes, parts, fuel 

and accessories. 
We are the New Zealand dealer for RJX 
and are well stocked with Thunder Tiger, 

E Sky, E-flite and more.
We are continually growing our range 

and looking for new and exciting products, 
so keep checking our website regulary.

We sell premix nitro fuel and ship 
nationwide with no extra dangerous 

goods charges. We will
also blend to whatever mix you need.

                     Website:  www.rchobbies.co.nz
                     EmaiI: sales@rchobbies.co.nz

Suppliers of all Airsail products

299 Native Road  Pukekawa 2696

Auckland

Ph: 09 233 4014

theteam@airsail.co.nz

New Zealand Sales Agent for 
Japan Remote Control JR PROPO Systems

www.airsailmodels.co.nz

Top of the South Model Centre

240 Queen Street, Richmond, 

Nelson, NZ Tel/Fax 03 544 8079
Stockists of: Hitec, Futaba, JR Radios, 

R/C, SC, OS, Super Tigre Engines, 
GWS Systems & indoor equipment, 

electric flight products & kits and 
accessories from around the world

www.hobbycentral.co.nz

Rossi, Nelson, O.P.S. Phelan Rossi,

HOBBY CENTRAL

HENDERSON RACING

NELSON

CHRISTCHURCH

82 Rose Street
CHRISTCHURCH

24hr Tel/Fax (03) 337 1091
Suppliers to the racing fraternity

Sherlock Propellers,
Murphy Mustang, JR

09 233 4014
sales@wattsup.co.nz

WATTS up hobbies
Electric Flight Specialists

A huge range of RC products on line

Contact John for any enquiries

www.wattsup.co.nz

Scorpion - Parkzone - Dubro - Hitec
Solarfilm - Spectrum - MPJET - APC

Aeronaut - Tamiya - Align
Top Models - Multiplex - Depron

Dubro, Sullivan, Futaba, Spektrum, K&S products,
Cool Power, Solarfilm, Oracover, APC & Garvon

props and many more.

200 Robertson Rd, Mangere 2024
AUCKLAND    Bus/AH 09 275 5842

Workshop Facilities:

 email: slipstream_models@clear.net.nz

SLIPSTREAM MODEL 
RESTORATION WORKSHOP

Specialists in plans from all top designs from 

around the globe plus others less known

Plans & accessories catalogue - $41.50 inc postage

MVVS Engines, spares & accessories.

Robart retracts including full spares, Zenoah

Model building to any stage, plus repairs
Fibreglass moulding - fuselage-cowls-spats, 

Canopy pressing, Latex moulding, 
Metal laser cutting, Foam cutting & shaping

Plus full engine repairs & overhauls, 
Radio & Accessories repairs

ADVERTISERS
Get your
company

 into our pages
We accept any
outlets selling

anything model related
from ARF kits

through to
aviator glasses

and gumboots for 
winter flying

Email us at 
v.race@xtra.co.nz

for our competitive rates






