
 
Rules for R/C Scale Classes in New Zealand …………………………….…. August 2017 

We have four scale classes, but usually only three are flown. We normally do not have the entries to fly F4C. 

Models must comply with NZMAA standards of maximum weight, wing loading and engine capacity. All categories 

involve the competitor flying a specified number of manoeuvres in front of two or three judges who score each 

manoeuvre out of 10 points. 

Novice Scale Class: 
This class is for people competing in scale for the first time, entrants who have not participated in recent 

competitions and/or people who wish to compete in a simpler form of event without the need to have their model 

judged statically. This class is not for those flyers who have IMAC or Pattern experience in classes higher than 

their respective Novice classes. 

1. The model must be a recognizable Scale Model, either from a kit, plan or ARF including 

foam moulded aircraft. There is no builder of the model rule. The contest director has the 

right to refuse entry to any model which does not resemble a full-size aircraft in some way. 

2. A scale paint scheme is not required. 

3. Once you win Novice at the National championships, you may no longer fly in this class 

again at any level. 

4. The event is judged ONLY on flying.  

5. There is no static judging. 

6. The flight rules, judging criteria, and scoring are taken directly from the latest FAI F4C 

scale rule book. Please refer to section 6.3.6 - 6.3.11 and 6C.1 - 6C.3.7 and 6E.2 in the 

FAI F4C rule book. 

7. The contestant shall only fly THREE (3) Optional Manoeuvres 

8. The model weight shall not exceed 11.0 kgs (we would expect contestants flying models 

9. exceeding this weight to have more experience than a Novice entrant) 

10. The flight schedule shall consist of the following: 

• Take Off  

• Horizontal Eight 360-degree  

• Descending Circle 

• Optional manoeuvre 1 

• Optional manoeuvre 2 

• Optional manoeuvre 3 

• Approach and Landing 

(Note the manoeuvres between take-off and landing can be arranged in any order.) 

 

Intermediate Scale Class: 

This class is for people who have won Novice at scale competitions previously, or those wishing to compete at a 

higher level. 

1. The model must be a recognizable Scale Model, either from a kit, plan or ARF including 

foam moulded aircraft.  

2. There is no builder of the model rule.  

3. The contest director has the right to refuse entry to any model which does not resemble a 

full-size aircraft in some way.    

4. A scale paint scheme is not mandatory.  

5. Documentation is not mandatory but 50 bonus points will be awarded for presenting a 

photographic image of the full-size aircraft that the subject is modelled upon.  

6. If the photograph image and subject model also have matching colour schemes a further 

50 bonus points will be awarded. 

7. Once you win Intermediate at the National championships, you may choose to move onto 



 
Classic scale, or continue to fly in Intermediate. 

8. The event is judged ONLY on flying. There is no static judging. (other than the above 

photographic bonus) 

9. The flight rules, judging criteria, and scoring are taken directly from the latest FAI F4C scale 

rule book. 

10. Please refer to section 6.3.6 - 6.3.11 and 6C.1 - 6C.3.7 and 6E.2 in the FAI F4C rule book. 

11. The flight schedule shall consist of the following: 

• Take Off 

• Horizontal Eight 

• 360-degree Descending Circle 

• Optional manoeuvre 1 

• Optional manoeuvre 2 

• Optional manoeuvre 3 

• Optional manoeuvre 4 

• Optional manoeuvre 5 

• Optional manoeuvre 6 

• Approach and Landing 

• (Note the manoeuvres between take-off and landing can be arranged in any 

order.) 

 

Classic: 

As RC Scale also fosters the building of scale model aircraft, Classic scale includes static judging of your model 

by the judges, in addition to your flying. For this, you need to supply documentation on your aircraft. For Classic 

Scale, this is only one page. Typical Documentation for Classic Scale 

 

1. The entrant must be the builder of the model but prefabricated and composite kits may be 

used without penalty. Models purchased with surface finish applied (ARF) are not eligible. 

(If they have been recovered and refinished by the builder, then they are eligible). 

2. A scale paint scheme is required. 

3. The F4C flight rules, judging criteria, and scoring are taken directly from the latest FAI F4C 

scale rule book. Please refer to section 6.3.6 – 6.3.11 and 6C.1 – 6C.3.7 and 6E.2 in 

the FAI CLASS F4C - REQUIREMENTS & FAI CLASS F4C JUDGES' GUIDE - FLIGHT 

JUDGING.  

4. Flight Points account for 50% of the maximum total points (theoretical Flying points 

available = 1000). 

5. Scale Appearance Points account for 50% of the maximum Total Points (theoretical Static 

points available = 1000).  

6. Documentation for Scale Appearance judging should be mounted on one folded A3 sheet 

and comprises a 3 view and a photograph (or drawing) of the full size aircraft in the colour 

scheme matching your model.  

7. One or more judges may be appointed to award Scale Appearance Points. If there is more 

than one judge, points are awarded by consensus. 

8. Scale Appearance Points Allocation: 

a. Front View = 100 points 

b. Side View = 100 points 

c. Plan View = 100 points 

d. Colour  = 100 points 

http://modelflyingnz.org/Docs/Interest/Scale/FAI_Scale_Rules_2014.pdf
http://modelflyingnz.org/Docs/Interest/Scale/FAI_Scale_Rules_2014.pdf
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/Typical%20Documentation%20for%20Classic%20Scale.pdf
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/SC4_Vol_F4_Scale_17%20Requirements.pdf
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/SC4_Vol_F4_Scale_17%20Flight%20Judging.pdf
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/SC4_Vol_F4_Scale_17%20Flight%20Judging.pdf


 
e. Markings = 100 points 

f. Craftsmanship = 500 points 

 

FAI F4C Scale Class: 

Please refer to the  

FAI CLASS F4C - REQUIREMENTS 

FAI CLASS F4C JUDGES' GUIDE - FLIGHT JUDGING 

 

International Team Selection 

The RC Scale SIG is tasked with selecting teams to represent New Zealand at international scale competitions. 

The F4C event at each National Championships is used to select that years F4C team. If there are three or fewer 

entries in F4C, the event is not flown, and the SIG will pick a team at its discretion from those interested in 

attending any international event in that calendar year. Preference will be given to those who had entered to fly 

F4C at the National Championships. 

 

http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/SC4_Vol_F4_Scale_17%20Requirements.pdf
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/scale/SC4_Vol_F4_Scale_17%20Flight%20Judging.pdf

